REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SOCIAL  SERVICE 
AND  EVANGELISM,  1913. 


To  the  Venerable  the  General  Assembly; 

It  is  seven  years  since  the  department  now  bearing  the  name  of  “Social  Service 
and  Evangelism”  was  founded.  It  was  at  first  a social  movement  only;  out  of  it, 
nevertheless,  came  the  Evangelistic  movement.  The  two  are  now  one,  greatly  to  the 
advantage  of  both.  They  were  united  in  the  ministry  of  the  Master.  “What  God 
hath  joined  together,  let  no  man  put  asunder.  ” 

Every  one  of  the  seven  years  has  brought  encouragement  and  been  marked  by 
progress ; perhaps  none  so  much  so  as  the  seventh.  F or  all  that  has  been  accomphshed, 
we  give  God  the  glory  and  the  gratitude  due. 

The  work  of  the  department  is  very  varied  and  extensive.  It  may  be  grouped 
under  the  following  heads: 

1.  Evangelism,  the  quickening  of  the  life  of  the  Church  for  the  extension  of  the 
Kingdom. 

2.  Moral  and  Social  Reform,  or  removing  hindrances  to  the  extension  of  the 
Kingdom. 

3.  R8demptive  and  Preventive  work  for  Girls. 

4.  The  Church  and  Congested  City  districts. 

5.  The  Church  and  Rural  Life. 

6.  The  Church  and  Labour. 

7.  General. 

EVANGELISM. 

In  sending  out  his  pastoral  letter  the  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly,  Dr. 
Murdoch  Mackenzie,  said;  “The  Assembly  . . . asserts  that  it  is  the  duty  and 
privilege  of  every  member  through  individual  effort  to  strive  to  bring  men  to  the 
personal  knowledge  of  Jesus  Christ,  as  Lord  and  Master,  and  affectionately  and 
earnestly  urges  ministers  and  congregations  to  ^nlist  the  entire  membership  of  the 
Church,  from  ocean  to  ocean,  in  this  service.” 

Evangelistic  effort  has  kept  this  appeal  constantly  in  view  and  where  special 
services  have  been  held  the  missioners  have  usually  conducted  daily  conferences  with 
the  local  church  members,  seeking  by  prayer  and  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit  to  arouse 
individuals  to  a realization  of  their  possibilities  and  responsibilities.  Nor  has  it  been 
in  vain.  Here  are  a few  records: 

“A  number  have  formed  a circle  of  prayer.  We  meet  at  each  other's  homes  and 
pray  for  those  who  are  not  Christians,  and  co-operate  in  our  efforts  to  win  them.” 

“Mr. when  here  asked  us  to  pray  that  some  of  our  number  might  be  called 

to  the  Foreign  Field,  and  as  I pray  I feel  as  though  it  was  for  myself — some  day  I 
I believe  I shall  be  there.” 
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“We  met  last  Monday  in  Miss  home;  isn’t  that  wonderful?  You  know 

what  they  were,  but  we  beheve  they  are  really  sincere.  The  prayers  were  short,  and 

we  dad  a heart-to-heart  talk  from  Mrs.  We  are  getting  a new  idea  of  personal 

work.” 

“Mrs.  S.  is  losing  herself  trying  to  help  others  and  is  beginning  to  realize 

the  joy  of  service.” 

Henry  Drummond  once  said:  “Our  need  is  not  so  much  for  more  Christians  as  it 
is  for  a better  brand  of  Christians,”  and  often  the  best  work  Evangelism  can  do  is  to 
first  reach  the  “insiders”  and  give  them  such  a vision  of  men’s  needs  that  they  are 
impelled  to  search  for  the  outsiders. 

MISSIONS  OF  EVANGELISM. 

Assistance  has  been  rendered  pastors  in  all  parts  of  the  Dominion,  and  services 
by  the  Board’s  missioners  and  singers  have  been  conducted  during  the  year  in  the 
following  Presbyteries:  Prince  Edward  Island,  Miramichi,  Montreal,  Ottawa,  Lanark 
and  Renfrew,  Peterboro,  Toronto,  Hamilton,  London,  Chatham,  Stratford,  Winnipeg, 
Rock  Lake,  Portage  la  Prairie,  Abernethy,  Saskatoon,  Edmonton,  Lacombe,  Calgary 
and  MacLeod. 

Appeals  for  Help. 

Except  in  the  case  of  one  or  two  cities  requesting  secretarial  help  which  it 
was  impossible  to  give,  the  Board  has  met  all  appeals  for  help,  or  has  made 
plans  for  doing  so  before  the  close  of  1914.  Some  appeals  have  had  a Macedonian 
ring  to  them:  (1)  “If  ever  a congregation  and  community  needed  a real  God- 
given  revival,  it  is  this  one.  For  the  sake  of  the  Saviour  whom  these  people  need,  do 
what  you  can  to  help  us.”  (2)  “Even  a week  of  help  from  you  in  our  crisis  might 
mean — I cannot  tell  you  how  much — I am  easily  within  bounds  when  I say  this  little 
congregation  has  increased  in  wealth  by  a million  dollars  in  the  last  five  years.  People 
have  ‘money  to  burn,’  and  do  not  feel  the  seriousness  of  fife.” 

Gratitude  for  Help  Given. 

1.  “I  am  very  happy  to  be  able  to  report  to  you  that  the  evangelistic  services 
conducted  here  brought  a great  blessing  to  our  congregation.  We  already  have 
received  thirty  into  the  membership,  and  quite  a number  more  to  come  in  in  the  near 
future.  The  spiritual  fife  of  the  congregation  has  been  wonderfully  deepened — 
members  converted  who  had  never  experienced  a change  of  heart.  I have  heard 
several  of  the  best  American  evangehsts,  and  I consider  the  men  you  sent  us  the  equal 
of  any  of  them.  ” 

2 “At  a meeting  of  the  Session  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  it  was  resolved  to 
thank  the  Board  of  Social  Service  and  Evangelism  for  the  splendid  service  we  have 

had  from  Mr. and  Mr.  We  feel  that  the  meetings  have  been  a source 

of  great  spiritual  blessing  not  only  to  our  church  but  to  the  town.” 

3.  “I  have  been  following  up  the  results  of  the  meetings  in  our  congregation 

and  so  far  as  I can  judge  they  are  good.  Dr. gave^a  great  uplift  to  our  work 

here,  especially  to  the  Christian  people  and  workers.  Results  should  be  permanent.  ” 

4.  “Eternity  alone  will  reveal  the  depth  and  extent  in  helpfulness  of  the  im- 
pressive messages  to  us  and  to  our  people.  ” 

5.  “Every  day  we  are  receiving  fresh  tokens  of  the  good  results  of  the  services. ” 
What  the  Help  Meant  to  Some  Pastors. 

1.  “To  toil  on  year  after  year  in  the  face  of  an  amiable  but  an  appalling  in- 
difference does  take  the  heart  out  of  a man.  I wish  I could  tell  you  how  much  you 
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helped  the  minister  and  his  wife — the  new  strength  and  courage  you  put  into  our 
lives — ^the  incalculable  blessing  you  brought  to  our  little  home.” 

2.  ‘We  can  truly  say  in  the  words  of  Phiiippians  1:3,  ‘I  thank  my  God  upon 
every  remembrance  of  you.’  May  you  continue  to  be  owned  and  blessed  of  God 
in  leading  many  souls  to  the  Saviour.” 

Another,  voicing  the  help  that  has  come  to  him,  speaks  of  the  blessed  fellowship. 
“At  times,”  he  continues  “my  loneliness  was  very  great.”  No  wonder!  In  a land 
of  speculators  the  only  real  estate  he  owns  is  a plot  marked  by  six  little  mounds,  and 
a larger  one — seven  times  he  has  been  to  the  prairie  cemetery,  and  he  is  left  alone. 
He  feels  “heartened  for  the  task  through  these  ten  happy  days;  I wish  she  could  have 
been  here!  Perhaps  she  was.” 


The  Workers. 

All  the  missioners  have  been  pastors  or  ministers  of  our  own  Canadian  church. 
The  list  is  too  large  to  print  in  this  report,  but  the  Board  heartily  appreciates  the 
assistance  given.  The  Rev.  D.  J.  Craig  has  been  constantly  engaged  in  the  conduct 
of  missions,  and  his  work  from  New  Brunswick  to  Alberta  bears  the  stamp  of  the 
Divine  approval,  and  the  Board  has  great  reason  to  thank  God  for  all  Mr.  Craig  is 
accomplishing.  Owing  to  the  increasing  number  of  requests  for  missions  the  Rev. 
H.  N.  Konkle  was  engaged  for  a period  of  six  months.  The  engagement  has  been 
extended  to  nearly  double  that  time.  Mr.  Konkle’s  services  have  received  many 
grateful  tributes,  and  he  has  been  of  blessing  to  many.  The  Associate  Secretary, 
Rev.  F.  A.  Robinson,  has  also  conducted  a few  missions. 

A layman,  once  opposed  to  special  services,  is  giving  $2,000  a year  to  support 
Mr.  Craig. 

Messrs.  W.  J.  McBretney  and  T,  H.  Nichol  have  devoted  all  their  time  to  the 
promotion  of  the  Gospel  in  song,  and  others  have  been  engaged  for  shorter  periods. 

The  student  workers  for  the  summer  months  are  Messrs.  S.  C.  Studd,  T.  Buchanan, 
A.  R.  Skinner,  E.  Foreman  and  W.  Scott. 


INCIDENTS  FROM  EVANGELISM  RECORDS: 

A Rancher’s  Message. 

“At  the  close  of  a meeting  at the  pastor  spoke  to  a former  rancher  and 

brought  him  to  the  front  of  the  church.  The  man  was  anxious  but  felt  he  was  too 
wicked  to  be  saved.  After  showing  him  what  God  promised,  he  made  decision  for 
Christ.  We  knelt  down,  and  he  prayed  after  we  had  done  so.  A few  nights  later 
he  publicly  confessed  Christ  by  telling  simply  but  earnestly  what  had  taken  place. 
His  last  words  to  me  were:  ‘Make  the  way  of  Salvation  plain;  many  want  to  be  right, 
but  don’t  know  how.’  ” 

Accepted  Christ  in  a Box-car. 

“One  couple  whose  home  is  a box-car  in  this  new  Western  town  wished  more 
light  on  what  being  a Christian  involved.  The  wife  mentioned  the  amusement 
question.  I showed  her  her  first  duty,  and  asked  her  whether  she  ever  intended  to 
take  that  step.  She  replied  ‘Yes.  ’ I then  asked  her  if  she  would  now,  in  the  box-car, 
receive  Jesus  Christ  as  her  Sin  Bearer,  Example  and  Master.  For  a few  moments 
she  was  silent,  and  then  definitely  yielded  to  Christ’s  claims,  and  later  made  public 
confession.” 
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Conserving  results. 

“Since  you  left  here  some  ten  persons  in  other  parts  of  my  field  have  decided 
for  Christ.  The  young  people  have  progressed  splendidly  in  the  Christian  life.  I 
have  a Young  People’s  Prayer  Meeting  every  Tuesday  evening  for  about  forty  min- 
utes. The  last  meeting  there  were  twenty-four  present,  and  every  one  offered  prayer. 
The  services  are  simply  wonderful,  and  I am  seeking  to  strengthen  and  build  up  the 
young  converts.” 

A Twice-horn  Man:  In  December  last  the  following  incident  was  sent  to  the 
Toronto  Office. 

“Four  years  ago  in  one  of  the  notoriously  bad  towns  in  this  district  special 
services  were  conducted  by  the  Board  of  Social  Service  and  Evangelism.  There  was 
a good  deal  of  ridicule  and  much  scepticism  over  the  professed  conversion  of  a man 
whose  time  had  formerly  been  spent  between  the  bar-room  and  the  house  of  ill- 
repute.  His  wife  had  been  compelled  to  leave  him  a few  years  previously,  and  secured 
a position  as  nurse  and  companion  to  an  elderly  lady  in  the  East. 

“In  spite  of  the  prophesies  of  bad  and  good  people  alike  the  man  remained  true  to 
the  purpose  formed  during  the  special  services. 

“Last  night  I was  being  driven  twenty  miles  by  a missionary  who  had  just  come 
from  that  field,  and  he  spent  an  hour  telhng  me  of  the  man’s  long  hard  fight  with  his 
cravings  for  evil.  Never  once  has  he  yielded,  and  his  own  testimony  is  ‘God  only 
could  have  been  my  sufficiency  in  the  awful  fight  with  my  own  evil  body.  ’ 

“Although  legally  not  obliged  to  pay  bar-room  debts,  he  paid  a monthly  sum  to 
each  of  the  three  saloons  for  over  three  years,  so  as  to  be  certain  he  was  free  from  their 
reproach. 

“The  missionary  said,  ‘There  isn’t  a man  or  woman  in  the  whole  place,  even  to 
those  who  keep  the  saloons,  and  other  evil  places,  but  honours  that  man.  He’s  a 
leaven  of  righteousness  all  right.  ’ Thus  does  the  seed  sown  continue  to  bring  forth 
its  fruit  after  many  days.  ” 

EVANGEL  HALL,  TORONTO. 

Situated  in  a needy  locality  in  the  most  crowded  ward  of  the  city.  Evangel  Hall 
has  continued  to  render  a service  as  penetrating  as  is  sin  and  sorrow.  The 
workers  have  ferreted  their  way  into  the  out-of-the-way  places  to  carry  the  life- 
giving  message  by  deeds  of  kindness.  As  a result  Evangel  Hall  has  become  widely 
known  as  a centre  of  helpfulness.  When  the  building  was  opened  on  January  26th, 
1913,  there  were  present  at  the  Bible  School  29  persons;  the  attendance  soon  increased 
500  per  cent,  and  space  is  now  so  limited  that  in  some  classes  three  scholars  must  be 
contented  with  two  chairs.  The  gospel  meetings  would  also  be  much  more  largely 
attended  if  the  accommodation  could  be  increased.  One  may  frequently  see  people 
around  the  doors  for  whom  no  space  is  available  within. 

The  Sabbath  evening  service  is  to  a large  extent  composed  of  people  from  outside 
Canada,  but  English  chiefly,  and  one  has  only  to  attend  one  of  these  services  to  realize 
how  thoroughly  they  appreciate  the  opportunities  afforded  them.  Every  convert 
is  enlisted  at  once  in  the  master’s  work,  and  must  seek  to  win  others. 

Many  drunken,  ragged,  unwashed  men  have  wandered  in  here  during  the  past 
year.  Some  desired  only  physical  help,  but  the  workers  ever  keep  in  view  the  greatest 
need  of  a human  fife;  and  the  clothes,  fuel  or  furniture  given,  the  work  secured,  the 
unfailing  brotherly  welcome,  have  often  combined  to  touch  those  feelings  that  were 
“crushed  by  the  tempter.”  Men  have  been  restored  to  fives  of  sobriety  and  clean- 
iness  and  best  of  all  to  godliness. 

The  work  is  often  most  difficult — the  recipients  of  loving  ministrations  are  ont 
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always  appreciative,  but  love  to  Him  who  so  loved  the  world  as  to  give  His  only  begot- 
ten Son  persists  beyond  the  hindrances  of  indifferences  and  unkindness,  backsliding 
and  perversity.  True  love  never  gives  up,  never  counts  any  undeserving,  never  is 
hopeless,  because  true  love  in  its  efforts  to  uplift  mankind  knows  its  own  power  has 
won  Out  when  everything  else  has  failed — and  that  love  has  had  some  wonderful 
victories  within  the  walls  of  Evangel  Hall. 

The  days  of  the  week  are  crowded  with  district  visitation,  and  all  sorts  of  ministry 
to  the  overburdened  and  sin-crushed — Guilds,  mothers’  meetings,  Bible  classes 
testimony  hours,  cottage  prayer-meetings,  and  open  air  work  give  avenues  of  service 
to  scores  of  helpers.  The  privileges  of  St.  Cristopher  Camp  are  afforded  the  most 
deserving  and  needy  for  a portion  of  the  summer  months. 

In  addition  to  volunteer  assistance  the  Superintendents,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  R.  J. 
Koffend,  have  had  the  whole  time  of  Miss  Edith  Miller,  of  the  Deaconess  Training 
Home,  for  the  summer,  and  of  Mrs.  H.  N.  Konkle  during  most  of  the  winter.  Mrs. 
R.  D.  Lees  joined  the  staff  in  April.  All  of  these  workers  have  the  gratitude  of  the 
Board  for  their  unselfish  and  efficient  toil. 

PRESBYTERIAN  SOCIAL  SERVICE  INSTITUTE 
FOR  NON-ANGLO-SAXONS,  TORONTO. 

The  work  among  the  Ruthenians  taken  up  by  Rev.  H.  A.  Berlis,  under  the  Board, 
has  been  continued  throughout  the  year.  Early  in  the  wdnter  effort  w^as  concentrated 
on  a foreign  district  in  the  City  of  Toronto,  and  Mr.  Berlis  gave  his  time  to  the  work 
of  equipping  and  popularizing  what  is  now  known  by  the  above  name.  In  addition 
to  the  regular  Sunday  and  week-night  services,  classes  in  “English  for  Coming  Can- 
adians” were  organized,  and  were  eagerly  taken  advantage  of  by  many  foreigners. 
Musical  instruction  and  talks  illustrated  by  the  use  of  lantern  slides  occupied  two 
nights  a week.  The  Reading  Room  is  open  all  day,  and  innumerable  deeds  of  kind- 
ness are  possible  in  behalf  of  these  strangers  in  our  land. 

Mr.  Berlis  was  unable  to  continue  as  Superintendent  after  February,  and  the 
Executive  regretfully  accepted  his  resignation  and  recorded  its  sincere  appreciation 
of  his  faithful  services.  Mr.  Michael  A.  de  Sherbinin,  B.Sc.,  who  has  served  the  church 
in  another  capacity,  and  whose  linguistic  abihties,  educational  qualifications,  and 
Christian  character  alike  fit  him  for  this  position,  immediately  succeeded  Mr.  Berlis, 
and  is  continuing  the  same  kind  of  ministry  in  behalf  of  the  non-Anglo-Saxons.  At  a 
recent  communion  service  in  the  Institute  a number  of  strong  young  Ruthenians, 
of  clean  character,  made  confession  of  their  faith  in  Christ,  and  it  is  hoped  some  of 
these  may  become  recruits  for  the  Ruthenian  ministry.  Two  have  already  indicated 
their  desire  to  study  for  the  ministry.  While  Ruthenians  and  Russians  predominate, 
many  Swedes,  Finns  and  Germans  attend.  Special  services  for  Swedes  conducted 
in  their  owm  language  are  held  regularly. 

CONFERENCES  ON  EVANGELISM. 

These  have  been  held  in  Presbyteries  and  Synods,  and  also  by  meeting  with 
various  committees  called  together  for  the  specific  purpose  of  considering  how  best 
to  promote  the  spirit  of  Evangelism  throughout  the  church. 

COLLEGE  GOSPEL  TEAMS. 

The  Purpose. — To  present  the  gospel  by  address  and  song  and  life,  making  special 
effort  to  reach  the  young  and  to  direct  their  lives  into  avenues  of  service  for  the  King- 
dom of  our  Lord. 

The  Plan. — Usually  a band  of  four  young  men  conduct  all  kinds  of  services  in  all 
sorts  of  places  from  six  to  ten  days  in  each  centre.  They  are  entertained  in  different 
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homes,  and  preferably  where  there  are  those  most  likely  to  be  influenced  for  Christ. 
Afternoon  talks  are  given  in  high  and  public  schools  where  these  can  be  arranged,  and 
usually  principals  are  glad  to  welcome  the  band. 

The  Value. — The  value  of  such  work  has  been  demonstrated.  The  presence  of  a 
band  of  young  men  on  the  platform — manly,  alert,  persuasive  in  the  cause  of  the 
Highest,  is  in  itself  an  appeal.  Many  have  been  won  to  Christ — many  lives  have  been 
changed  from  being  purpsoeless  to  being  purposeful.  A number  of  recruits  have  been 
secured  for  the  ministry. 

Then  the  confirmation  of  the  students  own  faith  in  the  power  of  Christ  to  redeem 
to-day  mil  enrich  all  their  ministry. 

The  Pinehill  College  Gospel  Team. — The  personnel  and  organization  of  this  team 
was  completed  early  in  the  year,  but  owing  to  serious  illness  that  affected  two  of  the 
members  when  within  a few  weeks  of  the  tour,  missions  had  to  be  cancelled.  The 
young  men  chosen  hope  to  be  able  to  carry  on  the  work  during  1915. 

The  Manitoba  College  Gospel  Team. — Following  the  organization  of  this  team 
early  in  the  winter  the  members  met  constantly  for  prayer  and  conference  and  for 
familiarizing  themselves  with  the  best  gospel  songs.  On  April  5th  they  commenced 
their  work  in  Winnipeg  Presbytery,  and  their  engagements  already  include  missions 
covering  a large  part  of  Manitoba  Synod. 

The  usual  services  consist  of  nightly  gatherings  for  all;  afternoon  meetings  for 
prayer  and  conference  with  the  local  workers;  children’s  rallies  at  the  close  of  the 
afternoon  school;  men’s  meetings,  and  where  desirable,  open-air  services  and  addresses 
at  factories  and  mills.  One  of  the  best  meetings  thus  far  held  was  on  a street  corner 
with  a dry-goods  box  as  a platform;  many  non-church  goers  were  present  and  were 
sufficiently  impressed  to  attend  the  subsequent  services  in  the  church.  Church 
members  were  also  helped  by  taking  part  in  this  service.  The  team  continues  its 
work  until  college  opens  late  in  September. 

The  Board  is  planning  a forward  movement  in  Evangelism  for  this  autumn 
and  winter.  Full  information  as  to  what  is  planned  and  the  methods  suggested 
will  be  laid  before  Assembly  in  our  supplementary  report. 

SABBATH  OBSERVANCE. 

Many  adverse  influences  still  encounter  those  who  are  seeking  to  secure  a right 
observance  of  the  Sabbath  throughout  out  land.  Generally  speaking,  these  find  their 
source  in  a failure  to  recognize  the  religious  claims  of  the  Lord’s  Day,  and  in  a desire 
to  make  gain  without  any  consideration  of  the  rights  of  others. 

It  is  the  inordinate  desire  to  increase  the  dividend  that  induces  certain  corpor- 
ations and  industrial  and  commercial  enterprises  to  overlook  every  religious  and  hu-« 
manitarian  consideration,  and  whenever  possible,  to  rob  the  workingman  of  his  right 
to  one  day’s  rest  in  seven,  and  of  his  opportunity  for  Lord’s  Day  worship.  It  is  the 
same  motive  that  prompts  so  many  smaller  interests  to  attempt  to  carry  on  business 
on  the  Lord’s  Day  in  violation  of  the  Lord’s  Day  Act. 

A little  consideration  shows  that  the  same  motive  lies  behind  the  movements  to 
make  the  Lord’s  Day  a day  of  amusement  and  pleasure-seeking.  Usually  the  plea 
is  made  that  the  masses  who  toil  six  days  a week  require  recreation  and  amusement  on 
their  rest  day.  Sooner  or  later  the  real  motive  appears  and  it  is  seen  to  be  the  com- 
mercialized amusement  and  recreation  that  is  provided.  The  Lord’s  Day  is  chosen 
because  the  leisure  of  the  masses  on  that  day  furnishes  the  greater  opportunity  for 
gain.  Corporations  and  organizations  do  not  establish  opportunities  for  recreation 
and  pleasure  to  meet  a demand,  but  rather  to  create  a demapd  in  order  that  revenues 
and  dividends  may  be  increased. 

An  illustration  of  this  fact  is  to  be  found  in  the  action  of  certain  parties  interested 
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in  baseball  in  Western  Canada.  At  a meeeting^held  recently,  they  decided  that  the 
people  ought  to  have  Sunday  baseball  if  they  wanted  it;  but  so  far  as  is  known,  the 
people  have  never  asked  for  the  establishment  of  Sunday  baseball.  The  suggestion 
was  that  a collection  should  be  taken  at  each  game  in  aid  of  charities.  There  are  not 
wanting  channels  through  which  charitably  disposed  persons  can  make  their  con- 
tributions without  the  introduction  of  Sunday  baseball.  Clearly  the  object  was  to 
hide  the  commercial-  motive  until  the  people  became  accustomed  to  Sunday  baseball 
and  then  to  turn  the  revenues  into  the  treasury  of  the  baseball  organizations.  Chris- 
tian people  need  to  be  constantly  on  their  guard  lest  they  lend  their  influence  and 
patronage  to  these  insidious  attempts  to  secularize  the  Lord’s  Day. 

Another  source  of  danger  to  the  Christian  Sabbath  lies  in  our  immigration 
Multitudes  are  coming  to  our  shores,  some  from  lands  where  there  is  no  institution 
of  the  Lord’s  Day,  others,  from  lands  where  that  day  is  largely  looked  upon  merely  as 
a day  of  pleasure.  These  conditions  require  a constant  observance  of  the  day  on  the 
part  of  the  Christian  population  of  our  land,  a right  enforcement  of  the  law,  and  a 
persistent  campaign  of  education  that  men  everywhere  may  see  the  reasonableness 
and  advantage  of  the  Sabbath  as  a day  devoted  to  rest  and  the  worship  of  God. 

But  while  these  forces  are  constantly  operating  for  the  commercialization  and 
secularization  of  the  Lord’s  Day,  there  is  every  reason  for  encouragement  in  the  fact 
that  there  are  strong  influences  at  work  for  the  maintenance  of  the  day  as  a day  of 
rest  and  worship. 

As  the  scope  and  purpose  of  the  Lord’s  Day  Act  becomes  more  generally  known, 
a stronger  sympathy  and  support  is  steadily  developing  in  its  favour.  The  purpose  of 
the  Act  is  not  to  interfere  with  the  personal  liberty  of  any  individual,  but  rather  to 
protect  the  individual  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  rights  against  those  who  would  exploit 
him  for  selfish  gain  or  pleasure.  It  is  based  on  broad  humanitarian  principles,  in- 
sisting on  one  day’s  rest  in  seven,  for  the  man  who  is  not  in  a position  to  insist  upon 
his  own  rights. 

It  does  not  dictate  how  a man  shall  spend  the  day,  but  provides  that  the  day 
of  rest  shall  be  the  Lord’s  Day  wherever  possible  in  order  that  he  shall  have  the 
opportunity  of  worshipping  with  his  brethren  in  the  House  of  God  if  he  so  desires. 

More  and  more,  as  the  public  realizes  the  reasonableness  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Lord’s  Day  Act,  they  come  into  sympathy  with  its  operation  and  lend  their  support 
to  its  enforcement. 

iMuch  valuable  work  has  been  done  by  the  Lord’s  Day  Alliance  to  secure  the 
enforcement  of  the  law  throughout  the  land. 

The  ministers  of  the  churches  are  seized  with  the  importance  of  the  preservation 
of  the  Sabbath  as  a day  of  worship  not  only  because  of  its  religious  significance,  but 
also  because  of  its  importance  for  the  maintenance  of  the  social  and  political  insti- 
tutions of  the  State.  Only  recently  an  Ex-President  of  the  United  States  declared 
that  the  social  and  political  institutions  of  that  country  were  endangered  unless  the 
people  should  resume  their  worship  of  God  on  the  Lord’s  Day. 

The  Attorneys-General  of  the  various  provinces  are  coming  more  into  sjnnpathy 
with  the  operation  of  the  law,  and  are  more  willing  to  authorize  its  enforcement. 

In  addition,  there  is  developing  a stronger  and  stronger  social  conscience  through- 
out the  nation.  All  exploitation  is  based  upon  a selfish  individualism  which  does 
not  take  into  account  the  rights  of  others.  The  stronger  a sense  of  social  responsi- 
bihty  develops,  the  more  difficult  it  will  be  for  any  organization  to  override  the  rights 
of  those  under  their  control.  The  Lord’s  Day  as  a day  of  rest  and  worship  is  a right, 
God-given  to  every  man,  and  the  time  is  coming  when  to  deprive  him  of  that  riglit 
will  be  considered  a violation  of  the  commandment,  “Thou  shalt  not  steal.” 
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TEMPERANCE. 

Last  year  the  General  Assembly  committed  itself  anew  to  the  policy  of  the  com- 
plete prohibition  of  the  manufacture,  importation  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors 
for  beverage  purposes,  and  instructed  the  Board  of  Social  Service  and  Evangelism 
to  enter  into  conference  with  similar  boards  of  other  churches  and  with  temperance 
organizations,  in  order  to  give  effect  to  the  resolution 

The  Executive  of  the  Board  at  once  called  representatives  of  the  Social  Service 
Boards  of  other  churches  into  conference.  After  a consideration  of  the  whole  prob- 
lem, it  was  decided  that  an  effort  should  be  made  to  inaugurate  a national  movement 
for  prohibition,  under  the  auspices,  if  possible,  of  the  Dominion  Council  of  the  Do- 
minion Alliance. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Council,  the  constitution  was  amended  giving  the 
various  churches  more  adequate  representation  on  its  Executive  Committee,  and 
instructions  were  given  to  that  Committee  to  formulate  a policy  which  should  even- 
tuate in  national  prohibition.  Thus  far  it  would  seem  little  or  nothing  has  been  done 
toward  this  end  by  that  body. 

In  the  meantime  the  Board  has  been  actively  engaged  in  organizing  the  church 
for  more  adequate  educational  work  and  activity  along  temperance  lines. 

Through  the  distribution  of  literature,  the  preparation  of  temperance  lantern 
slide  lectures  and  addresses,  much  has  been  done  for  the  presentation  of  the  scien- 
tific, economic  and  moral  aspects  of  the  temperance  question.  Gradually  there  is 
being  built  up  a public  sentiment  against  the  liquor  traffic  which  must  soon  find  ex- 
pression in  prohibitive  legislation. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  Assembly  last  year,  the  Board  has  urged 
upon  Sessions  and  Congregations  everywhere  to  appoint  a Congregational  Committee 
on  Social  Service  and  Evangelism,  which  should  have  special  responsibility  for  the 
work  of  the  Board  in  the  local  congregation  and  community  and  which  should  co- 
operate with  the  Presbytery’s  Committee  and  Assembly’s  Board  in  the  promotion  of 
temperance  and  other  reforms.  Unfortunately,  so  far  there  has  been  by  no  means  a 
general  response  to  this  request. 

No  movement  for  reform  is  ever  effective  until  it  becomes  a movement  of  the 
people,  and  it  is  hoped  that  Sessions  and  Congregations  will  appoint  these  Committees 
that  through  them  the  membership  of  the  church  may  be  brought  into  active  sym- 
pathy with  every  movement  for  the  suppression  of  the  liquor  traffic. 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  the  Social  Service  Council  of  Canada  has  under 
consideration  a national  total  abstinence  campaign  which  will  be  of  great  value  in 
the  effort  to  secure  prohibitory  legislation.  It  has  secured  the  services  of  Rev.  R. 
J.  Patterson,  LL.B.,  the  founder  of  the  “ Catch-my-Pal  ” movement,  for  six  months 
beginning  October  1st. 

The  Concentration  of  Forces  Against  the  Liquor  Traffic. — More  pronounced  than 
ever  before  is  the  concentration  of  all  scientific,  social,  economic,  moral  and  religious 
forces  against  the  liquor  traffic. 

The  great  demand  of  the  day  in  every  walk  of  life  is  for  efficiency.  As  education- 
alists, medical  men,  social  workers,  leaders  of  industry  are  learning  more  of  the  nature 
of  alcohol  and  its  effects  they  are  realizing  that  it  is  one  of  the  greatest  enemies  of 
human  efficiency  and  national  well  being.  As  a consequence,  they  are  uniting  their 
forces  in  order  to  place  alcohol  under  such  legislative  restrictions  as  shall  minimize 
its  evil  effects. 

Dr.  W.  T.  Sedgwick,  of  the  Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology,  is  reported  to 
have  said  in  an  address  at  Yale  University: 


9 


“One  can  hardly  realize  that  alcoholic  indulgence  stands  almost,  it  not  quite 
altogether,  in  the  front  rank  of  enemies  to  be  combatted  in  the  battle  for  public 
health.  If  in  this  great  forward  movement  we  ignore  the  alcohol  problem,  it  will 
leave  a great  gap  in  our  line  of  battle.” 

Reports  from  magistrates,  chiefs  of  police  and  jailers  from  eleven  Canadian  cities 
show  that  70  per  cent,  of  all  arrests  and  65  per  cent,  of  aU  imprisonments  are  charge- 
able directly  or  indirectly  to  liquor. 

Employers  of  labour  are  discriminating  against  the  man  who  drinks  on  or  off  duty. 

The  manager  of  a great  Canada  steel  works  has  said: 

“ In  our  departments  where  skilled  labour  is  required,  we  never  retain  a man  in 
our  service  after  we  have  discovered  he  is  addicted  to  drink.  He  is  neither  efficient 
nor  reliable.  He  is  in  great  danger  when  handling  tools  that  cut  or  crush,  and  if  the 
Workmen’s  Compensation  Act  is  going  to  place  such  a large  share  of  the  responsi- 
bility for  accidents  on  the  industry,  we  simply  cannot  afford  to  keep  a drinker.” 

The  manager  of  another  great  industry  in  a local  option  town  in  Ontario  said: 

“Under  license  we  used  to  have  from  8 per  cent,  to  10  per  cent,  of  our  workmen 
off  after  pay  day.  Under  local  option,  less  than  | of  1 per  cent,  are  off.” 

A report  states  that  the  Pittsburg  and  Lake  Erie  road  has  dismissed  500  employees 
and  the  charge  in  every  case  was  drinking.  The  Company  absolutely  forbids  drink- 
ing on  or  off  duty. 

A Vice-President  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers,  which  includes 
in  its  membership  engineers  on  the  Grand  Trunk  between  Chicago  and  Portland,  said: 
“I  represent  the  men  before  the  railroad  officials.  I have  never  yet  been  able  to 
have  restored  to  his  position  any  man  who  was  dismissed  for  drink.  ” 

The  great  labour  leaders  are  a unit  in  declaring  against  the  saloon  as  the  greatest 
foe  of  the  workingman.  In  England  there  is  a temperance  society  for  trade  union 
officials,  membership  in  which  is  conditioned  upon  total  abstinence.  Sixteen  of  the 
labouf  members  of  Parliament  are  Vice-Presidents.  It  has  become  so  strong  that  it 
practically  dominates  the  trade  union  movement  in  Great  Britain. 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Jail  Farm  near  Toronto  says: 

“Ninety  per  cent,  of  the  men  on  this  farm  are  here  because  of  drink.  I had 
representatives  of  seven  Universities  here  last  week.” 

To-day  men  are  realizing  that  the  liquor  traffic  is  responsible  for  much  of  the 
physical  deterioration  and  inefficiency,  and  moral  degradation  so  evident  on  every 
hand,  and  are  uniting  their  forces  for  its  complete  suppression. 

PROGRESS. 

EUROPE. — Perhaps  the  most  interesting  development  along  temperance  lines 
in  Europe  during  the  year  has  been  the  action  of  the  Russian  Government  which  has 
a monopolj^  of  alcohol  .in  that  country. 

On  his  journey  through  the  Russian  Provinces,  the  Czar  was  deeply  affected  by 
the  spectacle  of  material  squalor  and  moral  degradation  caused  by  drunkenness 
which  he  beheld.  A consideration  of  statistics  revealed  to  him  the  fact  that  the 
Government  received  a revenue  of  $500,000,000  from  the  sale  of  alcohol. 

The  Czar  resolved  not  to  tolerate  this  condition  of  things  any  longer,  and  ordered 
the  Minister  of  Finance  “to  re-organize  the  entire  system  and  enable  the  Govern- 
ment not  only  to  refuse  to  depend  upon  national  intemperance  as  a recognized  source 
of  revenue,  but  to  adopt  means  for  the  extirpation  of  this  vice  and  to  allow  the  peasant- 


10 


ry  the  opportunity  of  displaying  the  high  qualities  of  mind  and  body  which  charac- 
terize them.  ^ 

To  carry  out  the  Czar’s  wish,  the  Government  have  ordered  an  especially  large 
railway  car  to  be  constructed  and  fitted  out  as  an  exhibition  of  the  ruinous  effects 
of  drink.  It  will  be  taken  all  over  the  northern  railway  system  of  Russia,  accompanied 
by  a lecturer  and  several  attendants. 

UNITED  STATES. — The  progress  toward  county  and  state  prohibition  has 
been  steady.  Recently  in  the  state  of  Illinois  more  than  1,000  saloon  licenses  were 
wiped  out  through  the  opportunity  afforded  by  the  Local  Veto  Act. 

Everywhere  the  temperance  forces  are  active,  as  the  following  paragraphs 
from  liquor  journals  show:  “There  is  no  doubt  any  longer  that  California  will  vote 
for  state  wide  prohibition  in  1914.  Already  thousands  of  petitions  are  in  circulation.  ” 

— Wine  and  Spirit  Bulletin,  Louisville, 

“What  a year  it  has  been!  It  recorded  the  passage  of  the  Webb-Kenyon  law, 
the  first  federal  law  seeking  to  regulate  the  traffic  in  liquor  ever  put  on  the  statute 
books;  it  saw  Tennessee  practically  lost  to  the  trade,  and  Arkansas  in  the  same 
attitude  with  Iowa  seeking  a more  stringent  enforcement  of  intolerant  legislation, 
and  the  sweeping  out  of  hundreds  of  retailers  in  Ohio.  ” 

— Midas  Citerion,  Chicago. 

A great  forward  movement  in  Temperance  was  announced  last  year.  The  aim 
is  to  secure  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  making  illegal  the 
manufacture,  importation  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  for  beverage  purposes.  It 
is  hoped  that  this  may  be  secured  by  1920. 

NEW  ZEALAND. — In  New  Zealand  a liquor  poll  will  be  taken  toward  the 
end  of  the  present  year.  In  1911  when  the  National  vote  was  taken,  55.82  per  cent, 
of  the  vote  was  in  favour  of  national  prohibition,  but  no  prohibitory  law  was  enacted 
as  the  statute  required  that  60  per  cent,  of  the  vote  should  be  favourable. 

The  Government  propose  introducing  a bill  reducing  the  necessary  majority 
to  55  per  cent,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  the  temperance  forces  will  be  success- 
ful in  securing  the  desired  legislation  this  year. 

CANADA. 

Maritime  Provmces. — In  these  provinces  the  situation  remains  practically 
unchanged. 

Prince  Edward  Island  and  Nova  Scotia  with  the  exception  of  Halifax  still  enjoy 
the  great  advantages  of  prohibition.  Halifax  is  to  vote  soon  as  to  whether  it  will 
retain  the  liquor  traffic.  New  Brunswick  has  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  in  oper- 
ation in  nine  out  of  fifteen  counties,  and  in  two  out  of  three  cities.  In  these  provinces 
the  temperance  forces  are  giving  their  attention  to  a more  adequate  law  enforcement, 
and  the  building  up  of  puWic  sentiment  which  will  make  it  impossible  for  officials  to 
tolerate  law  violation. 

Quebec. — Last  year  the  Government  appointed  a Roj^-al  Commission  whose 
functions  were  to  study  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  and  the  changes  which  it  might 
be  expedient  to  make  in  the  license  law. 

The  Commission  reported  to  the  Legislature  at  its  recent  session,  making  sug- 
gestions as  to  important  amendments  in  the  License  Act. 

In  accordance  with  these  suggestions,  the  Legislature  passed  a Licensing  Bill  with 
several  important  provisions  as  follows : 
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(a)  A Reduction  in  Licenses,  ' 

1.  In  May,  1915,  seventy-three  licenses  in  Montreal  will  be  cancelled,  the 
retiring  licensees  to  receive  compensation  amounting  to  $5,000.00  each. 

2.  In  May,  1916,  fifty  licenses  more  are  to  be  cancelled,  the  returning  licensee 

to  receive  compensation  amounting  to  $3,000.00.  ' 

3.  In  Quebec  the  reduction  is  from  60  to  50,  and  the  compensation  $3,000.00. 

4.  In  St.  Johns  the  bars  are  reduced  from  13  to  8 to  take  place  in  1915. 

(b)  Right  of  Opposition, 

In  the  case  of  the  granting  of  a new  license,  or  where  a hcensee  wishes  to 
change  his  place  of  business  or  transfer  his  license  to  another,  a majority  of  electors 
in  a voting  district  may  oppose  the  granting  or  transfer  of  the  license. 

(c)  It  will  in  future  be  unlawful  to  sell,  give,  or  even  deliver  intoxicating  liquors 
to  any  person  under  eighteen  years  of  age;  no  saloons  will  be  allowed  open  before 
7 :30  a.m. ; license-holders  may,  at  the  request  of  relatives  of  habitual  drunkards,  be 
ordered  not  to  seell  hquor  to  such  drunkards,  and  no  ordrs  for  hquor  may  in  future 
be  taken  or  C.  0.  D.  orders  delivered  in  prohibition  areas,  such  as  Westmount,  Verdun, 
Outremont  and  St.  Lambert. 

The  Royal  Commission  in  Quebec  says  inter  alia: 

“The  liquor  traffic  is  not  like  any  other.  It  is  dangerous  and  detrimental  to 
the  State,  because  it  is  hurtful  to  individuals,  who  make  up  the  State,  while  the  other 
kinds  of  commerce  are  of  assistance  to  the  State  and  contribute  to  its  progress.  It 
is  only  by  way  of  toleration  that  certain  persons  are  allowed  to  sell  intoxicating 
liquors,  and  these  persons  must  be  prepared  to  make  sacrifices.  ’’ 

Onian’o.— Last  year,  41  municipalities  voted  on  the  Local  Option  By-Law. 
Seventeen  carried  it  by  the  three-fifths  majority.  Twenty  had  a majority  but  failed 
to  carry  it  owing  to  the  three-fifths  clause.  Four  defeated  it  by  a straight  majority. 

Out  of  41  contests,  37  municipalities  showed  a majority  for  the  by-law  and  only 
4 against. 

There  were  15  repeal  contests,  none  of  which  carried. 

The  Canada  Temperance  Act  was  voted  on  in  Huron,  Peel  and  Welland  counties. 
In  Huron  it  was  carried  by  a large  majority,  even  the  larger  towns  voting  in  its  favour. 
In  Peel  the  majority  was  not  large  but  substantial.  In  Welland  the  Act  failed  to 
carry  by  a small  majority.  In  view  of  the  difficulty  of  carrying  the  local  option  by-law 
owing  to  the  60  per  cent,  requirement,  there  seems  to  be  a considerable  tendency  to 
use  the  Canada  Temperance  Act  to  secure  county  prohibition.  Whether  the  Act 
will  be  effective  or  not,  experience  alone  can  tell. 

The  Legislature  has  made  provision  for  its  enforcement  and  has  made  Good 
Friday  a day  of  prohibition. 

Manitoba. — In  Manitoba  the  Temperance  forces  have  been  very  active  during 
the  past  year. 

During  the  trial  of  a bank  robber  and  a murderer  in  Winnipeg,  revela,tions  were 
made  that  showed  that  many  clubs  which  had  been  granted  licenses  were  the  rendez- 
vous for  gamblers  and  criminals  and  that  they  observed  practically  no  restrictions  as  to 
the  selling  of  liquor. 

The  sense  of  the  community  was  shocked,  and  through  the  Social  Service  Council 
of  Manitoba,  the  Government  was  asked  to  make  an  investigation  of  the  various 
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clubs  to  which  license  had  been  granted,  with  a view  to  eliminating  those  which  had 
been  persistent  in  the  violation  of  the  law.  The  Government  took  no  action. 

At  a meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Winnipeg,  the  Social  Service  Council  was  endorsed, 
and  a resolution  passed  declaring  “that  the  time  has  come  in  the  development  of  the 
province  when  the  highest  interests  of  all  classes  of  citizens  require  that  the  bar 
in  both  club  and  hotel  and  with  it  the  treating  habit,  should  be  forever  banished.’’ 

Later,  a provincial  convention  was  called  by  the  Social  Service  Council  of  Mani- 
toba when  representatives  from  all  parts  of  the  province  met  in  Winnipeg.  At  this 
convention  the  “Banish  the  Bar”  policy  adopted  by  the  Social  Service  Council  six 
years  ago  w^  unanimously  re-endorsed  and  a decision  reached  to  organize  the  whole 
province  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  the  same  convention,  it  was  decided  to  establish  an  “Electors  Covenant” 
pledging  electors  not  to  vote  for  any  candidate  who  would  not  definitely  agree  to 
support  a resolution  to  banish  the  bar  if  elected  to  the  legislature, 

Saskatchewan. — In  Saskatchewan  a banish  the  bar  propaganda  is  also  in 
progress. 

The  temperance  forces  are  asking  for  a referendum  on  the  question,  on  the  con- 
dition that  if  51  per  cent,  of  the  electors  vote  for  the  prohibition  of  the  retail  sale  of 
liquor,  legislation  shall  be  passed  giving  effect  to  their  wish. 

In  the  meantime,  the  province  is  being  organized  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  govern- 
ment at  next  session  will  grant  permission  to  take  a referendum  on  the  question. 

Alberta. — In  a convention  of  the  Temperance  forces  of  Alberta,  the  decision 
was  reached  to  move  for  the  greatest  measure  of  prohibition  it  was  in  the  power  of  the 
legislature  to  grant.  It  is  hoped  that  a sufficient  petition  can  be  secured  to  have  the 
measure  submitted  under  the  terms  of  the  initiative,  and  referendum  legislation  in 
force  in  the  province. 

“The  organized  farmers  of  Saskatchewan  have  gone  on  record  as  being  opposed 
to  a man  to  the  continuance  of  the  retail  sale  of  liquor  in  this  province.  A resolution 
expressing  the  opinion  of  the  convention  and  calling  for  the  abolition  of  the  bar  was 
carried  amidst  a demonstration,  the  like  of  which  has  not  before  been  seen  in  the 
farmers’  parliament.  When  the  chairman  announced . the  result  of  the  vote,  dele- 
gates sprang  from  their  seats  and  cheered  vociferously. — Leader,  Regina. 

British  Columbia. — During  the  coming  autumn,  a convention  of  the  temperance 
forces  will  be  held  in  British  Columbia  when  the  policy  to  be  adopted  for  the  restriction 
of  the  liquor  traffic  will  be  decided  upon. 

At  the  present  time,  the  liquor  forces  have  tremendous  power  in  the  province, 
but  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  social  conscience  of  the  people  will  demand  a 
minimizing  of  the  evils  now  attributed  to  the  traffic. 

EDUCATIONAL  WORK. 

Progress  cannot  be  made  through  legislation  alone.  More  attention  must  be 
given  to  the  educational  work. 

Ministers  should  use  their  influence  with  public  school  authorities  in  order  that 
teachers  may  take  advantage  of  the  opportunity  provided  in  the  curriculum  for 
teaching  children  the  evil  effects  of  alcohol.  A little  investigation  would  show  that 
in  many  places  no  advantage  is  taken  of  this  privilege. 

In  every  Sunday  School,  Bible  Class  and  Young  People’s  Society,  special  prepar- 
ation should  be  made  to  present  the  temperance  lessons  and  subjects  in  a way  that 
will  be  interesting  and  profitable. 
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A special  sermon  should  be  preached  at  least  once  a year  on  the  subject  of  tem- 
perance, that  those  people  not  reached  through  other  organizations  should  be  brought 
face  to  face  with  temperance  reform. 

Total  abstinence  should  be  constantly  urged  upon  the  people,  and  pledge  signing 
might  be  introduced  with  advantage  in  the  Sunday  School  and  Young  People’s 
Society. 

In  Norway  one  person  in  every  ten  belongs  to  some  total  abstinence  society  that 
holds  local  meetings  to  encourage  reformed  men  and  even  others  in  abstinence.  In 
Great  Britain  one-third  of  the  youth  of  the  schools  are  in  juvenile  temperance  organ- 
izations. 

LAW  ENFORCEMENT. 

It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  laws  forbidding  the  sale  of  liquor  should  not  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  their  enemies  for  enforcement.  The  law  should  be  reinforced 
by  the  election  of  men  to  local  councils  and  to  provincial  legislatures  who  are  in  full 
sympathy  with  the  laws  and  who  have  courage  enough  to  enforce  them. 

The  situation  in  Canada  is  full  of  hope  notwithstanding  the  influence  and  power 
of  the  traffic,  entrenched  as  it  is  behind  vested  interests  and  social  customs.  The 
Church  of  God  has  sufficient  power  to  suppress  the  traffic.  Loyalty  to  her  mission 
and  to  her  Master  demands  instant  and  persistent  action.  When  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Church  of  God,  with  no  breaks  in  the  ranks,  moves  against  this  enemy  of  man- 
kind, victory  is  sure. 


SUPPRESSION  OF  SOCIAL  VICE. 

Encouraging  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  in  the  suppression  of  com- 
mercialised Social  Vice. 

The  authorities  in  the  eight  provinces  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains  are  steadily 
pursuing  it  in  the  enforcement  of  the  law. 

There  has  been  no  disposition  in  any  city  to  re-introduce  the  policy  of  toleration. 

The  amendments  to  the  Criminal  Code  reported  to  last  Assembly  went  into  force 
in  September,  1913,  and  have  greatly  assisted  in  making  a thorough  enforcement  of 
the  law  in  this  regard  possible.  The  making  of  offenders  equally  liable,  whether  men 
or  women,  has  resulted  in  the  bringing  of  a considerable  number  of  men  before  the 
magistrate  for  conviction  and  punishment.  The  right  of  entrance  into  and  search 
of  suspected  disorderly  houses  has  greatly  assisted  in  the  securing  of  evidence. 

The  city  of  Toronto  some  months  ago  appointed  a Social  Survey  Commission. 
This  commission  consists  of  a large  number  of  representative  citizens,  including  several 
moral  and  social  reformers.  It  is  investigating  conditions  not  only  as  to  social  vice, 
but  as  to  all  the  vices  in  the  city.  It  is  expected  also  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
law  enforcement. 

There  has  been  no  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  police  in  that  city  openly  to 
introduce  the  practice  of  toleration,  but  on  account  of  the  well-known  views  of  the 
Chief  of  Pohce  on  the  subject  of  the  enforcement  of  the  law  on  criminal  vice,  many 
citizens  beheve  that  the  law  has  not  been  enforced  with  vigor,  enthusiasm  or  per- 
sistence. 

The  report  of  the  Commission  will  be  awaited  with  keen  interest  by  your  Board 
and  all  who  are  interested  in  the  enforcement  of  laws  having  a bearing  on  morals. 

Conditions  in  British  Columbia. — The  appointment  by  the  last  Assembly  of  Rev. 
J.  S.  Henderson,  of  St.  Andrew’s  Church,  New  Westminster,  as  Field  Secretary  of 
the  Board,  to  be  resident  in  and  have  special  responsibility  for  British  Columbia,  has 
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resulted  in  increased  interest  amounting  to  enthusiasm  not  only  among  the  Presby- 
terians, but  the  people  of  all  churches  in  British  Columbia.  Mr.  Henderson  has 
already  proved  himself  the  man  for  the  position.  He  has  the  confidence  of  all  the 
churches.  He  is  resourceful,  keen,  aggressive  but  tactful.  He  has  already  been 
making  his  influence  felt  in  the  suppression  of  social  vice.  The  segregated  colony 
which  has  existed  for  years  in  New  Westminster  was  the  first  point  of  attack.  A 
petition  was  presented  largely  signed.  The  mayor  asked  Mr.  Henderson  and  those 
with  him  to  show  some  Christian  and  sympathetic  interest  in  taking  care  of  the 
inmates  of  these  resorts.  The  challenge  was  promptly  taken  up  by  Mr.  Henderson, 
who  offered  to  take  care  of  every  inmate  who  would  come  out  willing  to  live  a decent 
life.  He  informed  the  mayor  and  commission  that  the  Presbyterians  had  six  homes 
given  up  to  this  work  and  a large  staff  of  women,  and  one  of  these  homes  was  located 
between  Vancouver  and  New  Westminster.  The  mayor  replied,  “I  am  as  greatly 
delighted  as  surprised  to  hear  this  statement,  and  if  you  will  have  your  workers  go 
through  the  houses  and  give  an  opportunity  to  the  inmates  to  come  out  and  live  a 
decent  life  and  report  the  result  to  me,  I will  give  these  places  twenty-four  hours  to 
close  up.  If  the  order  is  not  promptly  obeyed,  I will  place  police  in  front  of  every 
house  to  prevent  patrons  from  entering  ,or  arrest  those  who  do  entre,  until  the  house 
is  absolutely  closed.  ” 

The  workers  went  through  the  houses  and  made  the  promised  offer  the  next  day, 
and  the  magistrate  kept  his  promise.  None  of  the  inmates  accepted  the  offer. 

Action  has  also  been  taken  toward  enforcing  the  law  against  social  vice  in  Prince 
Rupert  and  Kamloops,  and  war  has  been  declared  in  almost  every  centre  in  the  Pro- 
vince. While  the  Attorney  General  has  not  yet  indicated  his  readiness  to  provide 
accommodation  in  prisons  for  offenders  convicted  and  sent  to  jail,  that  is,  female 
offenders,  there  are  signs  that  he  recognises  that  there  is  a conscience  to  be  reckoned 
with  in  British  Columbia,  and  that  no  politician  can  long  retain  the  public  support 
who  will  openly  flout  the  law  of  Canada,  or  permit  it  to  be  brazenly  disobeyed;  mean- 
while, there  is  no  obstacle  put  in  the  way  of  accommodation  in  prison  for  male  crim- 
inals who  offend  against  the  law  as  to  social  vice. 

In  the  city  of  Vancouver,  the  municipal  authorities  are  doing  what  they  can  to 
enforce  the  law  against  the  Alexander  Street  colony,  but  on  account  of  the  lack  of 
accommodation  for  the  female  criminals  of  this  variety,  they  find  themselves  seriously 
hampered. 

The  women  of  our  church  in  Kootenay,  organized  as  “The  Women’s  Missionary 
Society”,  are  taking  very  special  interest  in  this  question  and  are  organizing  the 
women  of  the  various  local  communities,  whether  of  our  own  church  or  not,  so  that 
the  pure  womanhood  of  Kootenay  may  make  its  full  influence  felt  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  law  against  social  vice,  and  taking  care  of  any  of  the  victims  of  this 
vice  belonging  to  their  sex. 

. Progress  in  the  United  States. — The  Twentieth  Century  Quarterly  says: 

“During  the  last  decade  prostitution  has  been  one  of  the  most  prominent  socio- 
logical issues  in  the  United  States.  Brothels  are  now  legalized  only  in  parts  of  Ne- 
vada, Louisiana  and  Texas. 

Official  vice  commissions  have  studied  this  issue  in  the  last  four  years  in  Chicago, 
Minneapolis,  Portland  (Ore.),  Denver,  Pittsburgh,  Philadelphia,  Syracuse  and  Hart- 
ford, and  there  have  been  unofficial  commissions  for  the  same  object  in  Milwaukee, 
Atlanta,  St.  Louis  and  other  cities.  ■ 

The  federal  government  has  in  this  period  enacted  two  laws  against  the  import- 
ation oi  and  interstate  traffic  in  immoral  women,  and  has  established  at  large  expense' 
a branch  of  the  department  of  justice  solely  to  deal  with  criminal  cases  of  this  class. 

The  following  is  a partial  fist  of  cities  which  have  (mostly  in  recent  years)  officially 
abandoned  the  policy  of  regulatingj  or  tolerating,  brothels.  ' ... 
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Portland,  (Me.);  Manchester,  Portsmouth,  Boston,  Springfield,  Worcester, 
Newton,  Chelsea,  Malden,  Everett,  Cambridge,  Brockton,  Holyoke,  Lawrence, 
Lowell,  Lynn,  Taunton,  Salem,  New  Bedford,  Haverhill,  Fitchburg,  Fall  River, 
Somerville,  Providence,  Pawtucket,  Woonsocket,  Bridgeport,  New  Britain,  New 
Haven,  Waterbury,  Hartford,  Troy,  Rochester,  Syracuse,  Yonkers,  Wilmington, 
Washington  (D.C.),  Wheeling,  Philadelphia,  Norristown,  Chester,  Harrisburg, 
Altoona,  Reading,  Lancaster,  Erie,  Newcastle,  Detroit,  Rockford  (111.),  Milwaukee, 
Superior,  Racine,  Oshkosh,  LaCrosse,  Des  Moines,  Dubuque,  Sioux  City, 
Davenport,  Omaha,  S.  Omaha,  Lincoln,  Kansas  City  (Kan.),  Topeka,  Wichita, 
Minneapolis,  St.  Paul,  Duluth,  Sast  Lake  City,  Seattle,  Spokane,  Tacoma,  Portland 
(Ore.),  Los  Angeles,  Oakland,  Sacramento,  Austin,  Atlanta,  Huntsville  (Ala.),  Kansas 
City  (Mo.). 

Official  Opinions  of  the  Policy  of  the  Segregation  of  Criminal  Vice: 

Vice  Commission  of  Portland,  Ore. — “Concerning  segregation,  this  commission 
desires  to  record  its  emphatic  opposition  to  such  a plan.’’ 

Minneapolis  Vice  Commission,  p.  88. — “Segregation  does  not  segregate.  It 
does  not  accomplish  the  object  sought.” 

Moral  Survey  Committee  of  Syracuse,  p.  88. — “If  any  advance  is  to  be  made  in 
the  fight  against  the  social  evil  in  this  city,  the  segregated  district  must  be  abolished.  ” 

Vice  Commission  of  Philadelphia,  p.  19. — “Segregation  is  ineffective;  it  segre- 
gates a small  minority  of  the  sexually  vicious,  can  never  isolate  their  diseases,  and 
promotes  rather  than  reduces  clandestine  prostitution.” 

Committee  of  One  Hundred,  St.  Louis. — “The  policy  of  toleration  called  ‘segre 
gation  ’ has  not  prevented  houses  of  prostitution  in  sections  of  the  city  outside  of  the 
segregated  district,  but  such  houses  are  scattered  through  all  parts  of  our  city.” 

Vice  Commission  of  Chicago,  p.  62. — “The  police  should  wage  a relentless  warfare 
against  houses  of  prostitution,  immoral  flats,  assignation  rooms,  call  houses  and 
disorderly  saloons  in  all  sections  of  the  city.” 

Mayor  George  F.  Cotterill,  Seattle,  July  9,  1912. — “The  idea  that  ‘segregation’ 
accomplishes  the  result  which  the  name  indicates  and  produces  better  conditions 
outside  of  the  ‘restricted  district’  has  been  abundantly  disproven  here.” 

Chief  of  Police  J.  W.  Jenney,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  April  28,  1913. — “Segregation 
never  segregated  in  Des  Moines.  The  most  prosperous  houses  with  the  lugh-class 
patronage  absolutely  refused  to  enter  the  segregated  districts,  and  were  always  able 
to  command  sufficient  influence  to  enable  them  to  defy  the  police.  ” 

Pittsburgh  Morals  Efficiency  Commission,  p.  14- — “Contrary  to  the  popular  idea, 
segregation  does  not  segregate,  nor  does  it  solve  the  problem  of  the  social  evil,  either 
from  the  moral  or  the  hygienic  standpoint.  Any  community  countenancing  segre- 
gated vice  will  have  clandestine  prostitution  as  well.  No  segregation  should  be 
allowed  either  of  women  in  houses  or  of  houses  in  districts.” 

F.  T.  Van  Lieu,  Supt.  of  Public  Safety,  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  December  5,  1913. — “It 
is  my  opinion  that  segregation  does  not  segregate  except  as  to  the  few  defenceless 
women  who  have  no  money  or  influence.  It  is  also  my  opinion  that  the  pofice  de- 
partment can  control  the  scattering  of  vice  if  they  are  disposed  to  do  so.” 


RACE  TRACK  GAMBLING. 

We  deeply  regret  to  be  compelled  to  report  that  there  is  still  substantially  no 
change  in  the  situation  in  regard  to  race-track  gambhng.  The  evil  continues  unabated. 
Indeed  it  is  steadily  growing  in  magnitude,  as  new  tracks  are  opened,  and  is  doing. 
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much  to  extend  the  spirit  of  gambling  among  the  people  in  general.  This  is  by  no 
means  confined  to  the  one  sex.  Numbers  of  women  indulge  in  race  track  and  other 
gambling  as  freely  as  men. 

It  is  made  more  insidious  and  influential  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  race 
meets  are  great  social  events,  patronized  by  the  representatives  of  His  Majesty,  the 
King,  and  all  the  socially  elite. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  we  regret  to  say  the  Government  has  taken  no 
action  toward  amending  the  Criminal  Code,  making  the  business  of  race-track  gam- 
bling and  betting  a crime.  The  Board  of  Social  Service  and  Evangelism,  representing 
the  Assembly  as  one  of  the  units  of  membership  in  the  Social  Service  Council  of  Canada, 
has  been  exerting  every  legitimate  influence  toward  persuading  the  Government  to 
take  this  action.  Our  present  purpose  is  to  continue  this  effort  until  we  succeed. 

During  last  autumn  the  Honourable  the  Minister  of  Justice  visited  the  Pacific 
Coast,  and  found  that  the  race-track  associations,  taking  advantage  of  a decision  by 
the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  British  Columbia,  were  giving  continuous 
racing  with  professional  betting  accompaniment  throughout  the  summer  season. 
The  Minister  was  waited  upon  by  a delegation  from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Vancouver 
City  and  afterwards  was  acquainted  with  the  action  of  the  City  Council  of  Victoria, 
earnestly  urging  him  to  amend  the  Criminal  Code  so  as  to  relieve  the  people  of  the 
coast  and  all  Canada  generally  of  the  blighting  curse  of  this  vice.  Not  a few  of  these 
bodies  were  not  actuated  by  religious  or  moral  considerations,  but  by  intelligent 
self-interest  and  regard  for  the  economic  prosperity  of  the  people. 

Numbers  of  young  men,  and  not  a few  young  women  have  suffered  financial  ruin, 
and  some  of  them  moral  ruin  as  well,  by  the  practice  of  the  insidious  and  enslaving 
vice  of  gambling. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CRIMINAL  CODE. 

As  promised  in  our  report  to  the  last  Assembly,  the  Board  has  continued  in  co- 
operation with  other  churches  and  organizations  in  the  Social  Service  Council  of 
Canada,  to  amend  the  Criminal  Code,  by 

(a)  Raising  the  age  of  consent  in  case  of  carnal  knowledge  from  14  to  16  years, 
and  in  seduction  from  16  to  18  years, 

(b)  Making  the  practise  of  adultery  and  lewd  cohabitation  offences, 

(c)  Making  all  employers  alike  responsible  and  punishable  for  the  seduction  of 
their  employees.  (Only  certain  classes  of  employers  are  now  responsible.) 

(d)  Prohibiting  the  business  of  race-track  betting  and  gambling,  and 

(e)  Certain  other  amendments  with  regard  to  procedure  which,  however  import- 
ant, need  not  be  detailed  in  this  report. 

It  may  be  that  in  a supplementary  report  to  the  Assembly  we  shall  be  in  a position 
to  announce  the  result  of  this  effort  to  still  further  improve  the  Criminal  Code. 

PREVENTIVE  EFFORT  IN  THE  INTEREST  OF  GIRLS. 

The  policy  of  our  Board  and  Assembly  in  regard  to  dealing  with  the  question  of 
Social  Vice  has  been  to  work  along  three  lines. 

(1)  To  enforce  the  law  against  all  offenders  against  the  criminal  law. 

(2)  By  all  educational  means  to  seek  to  lessen  the  demand  on  the  part  of  the  one 
sex,  and  the  supply  of  victims  on  the  part  of  the  other. 

(3)  To  take  care  of  the  girl  victims  by  our  redemptive  work. 
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We  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  in  our  opinion  the  preventive  work  is  the 
most  important.  Much  is  accomplished  by  the  securing  of  good  legislation  and 
successfully  advocating  its  uniform  enforcement,  along  preventive  lines.  Perhaps 
still  more  is  accomplished  through  the  pulpit,  press  and  platform,  as  it  forearms  and 
warns  possible  victims  and  is  easily  crystalized  in  needed  new  legislation  and  securing 
its  enforcement. 

We,  as  a Board,  in  common  with  the  sister  Board  of  the  Methodist  Church,  have 
during  the  year  co-operated  in  the  publication  and  distribution  of  literature  for  this 
purpose.  This  literature  is  distributed  under  careful  instructions  to  the  heads  of 
famihes  by  volunteer  women  agents  in  the  various  congregations  and  mission  fields. 
The  Assembly  will  do  well  to  express  its  appreciation  of  the  self-denying  labour  of  the 
women,  ahke  in  this  and  the  redemptive  work  among  girls. 

The  following  pamphlets  have  thus  reached  an  enormous  constituency  through- 
out Canada; 

‘^The  White  Slave  Traffic,”  Hon.  E.  W.  Simms., 

Canada’s  War  on  the  White  Slave  Traffic,”  J.  G.  Shearer,  D.D. 

“The  Girl  That  Goes  Wrong,”  Reginald  Wright  Kauffman. 

“ The  Saving  of  Girls  and  Guarding  of  Boys,  ” J.  G.  Shearer,  D.D. 

“ The  Double  Standard  of  Morals  and  the  Social  Diseases,  ” Chas.W.  Eliot,  LL.D. 

“The  Cigarette  and  the  Use  of  Tobacco,”  Orison  Swett  Marden. 

“Sex  Education — An  Open  Letter  to  Parents,”  Dr.  Winfield  Scott  Hall,  Professor 
ofj*North-western  Univesrity  Medical  School,  Chicago. 

An  extensive  platform  campaign  has  been  carried  on  throughout  the  year  by  Miss 
Ratte,  Mrs.  Putnam,  Miss  Gordon  and  a number  of  others  of  our  redemptive  workers 
and  volunteer  women  which  has  created  an  interest  in  many  cases  rising  to  enthusiasm 
for  the  more  adequate  protection  and  the  reclaiming  of  girls. 

The  secretaries  of  the  Board  also,  and  many  ministers  have  addressed  large 
numbers  of  audiences,  sometimes  mixed,  and  sometimes  of  men  or  boys  only,  in  the 
interests  of  personal  purity. 

The  aggressive  work  along  these  lines  being  done  by  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
has  resulted  in  similar  efforts  in  sister  churches,  that  will  greatly  extend  the  influence 
of  our  preventive  work. 


REDEMPTIVE  WORK  AMONG  GIRLS. 

Our  redemptive  work  in  the  interest  of  girls  has  gone  on  developing  during  the 
year.  In  September  our  sixth  Redemptive  Home  was  established  in  Vancouver,  and 
the  work  at  the  coast  is  under  the  personal  superintendence  of  Deaconess  Gordon. 

At  the  request  of  the  Presbytery  of  Ottawa,  the  Board  has  decided  to  establish 
a seventh  home  in  the  capital.  The  others  are  located  in  Sydney,  Montreal,  Toronto, 
Winnipeg  and  Calgary. 

Something  over  twenty  consecrated  women  are  giving  their  time  to  this  work, 
in  addition  to  the  very  great  assistance  given  by  the  women  located  in  the  cities  where 
the  Homes  are  established. 

Miss  Marie  Christine  Ratte  has  been  appointed  General  Supervisor  of  the  workers 
and  chief  adviser  of  the  Board. 

Miss  Helen  E.  J.  Buchanan,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon.  Isaac  Buchanan  of  Hamil- 
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ton  is  giving  all  her  time  to  the  work  as  secretary,  associated  with  Miss  Ratte.  Miss 
Buchanan’s  splendid  service  costs  the  church  nothing. 

Another  woman  of  culture,  ability  and  experience  has  offered  her  services  on 
similar  terms. 

During  the  past  three  years  since  this  work  began,  over  five  hundred  girls,  all 
of  whom  were  in  sore  need  of  our  ministry  of  mercy,  some  of  them  in  the  depths  of 
despair,  have  been  taken  care  of  in  the  church’s  Redemptive  Homes.  The  great 
majority  of  these  are  living  clean  lives.  A large  number  of  them  give  evidence  of 
being  true  Christians.  Some  of  them  are  rendering  invaluable  help  in  the  reclaiming 
of  others. 

In  addition  to  these  five  hundred  girls  who  have  been  taken  care  of  in  residence 
many  others  have  been  ministered  to  in  less  degree  in  hospitals,  jails,  prisons,  police 
courts,  private  homes  or  in  disorderly  houses. 

The  following  is  a sample  case: 

A.  B was  a French-Canadian  married  in  her  teens,  a widow  before  she  was 

twenty.  Cast  upon  her  own  resources  for  support,  she  decided  to  go  West.  She 
landed  in  a city  where  there  was  at  that  time  a segregated  colony  of  vice.  She  had 
only  one  address,  a boarding  house.  Arriving  at  night,  she  engaged  a taxicab  to 
take  her  to  that  address.  The  driver  was  in  league  with  the  diabolical  White  Slave 
Traffic ; he  deliberately  drove  her  to  the  segregated  colony  and  delivered  her  to  one  of 
the  madames.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  any  girl  to  escape  from  one  of  these  places. 
No  door  is  open  to  her.  Too  often  drink  and  drugs  are  used,  sometimes  violence. 
This  girl  lost  heart  and  remained  until,  after  some  weeks,  the  place  was  raided  and 
she,  with  others,  brought  before  the  magistrate  and  sent  to  prison.  "One  of  our 
deaconesses  found  her  thore,  heard  her  story  and  her  professions  of  penitence  and  of 
her  desire  to  live  a clean  life.  The  deaconess  went  to  the  magistrate  and  offered  to 

take  the  responsibility  of  A.  B if  he  would  let  her  out  on  parole.  She  took 

her  to  the  Home  in  that  city.  She  was  deeply  touched  by  and  fell  in  love  with  the 
beautiful  Christian  life  of  the  Home;  the  grace  at  meals,  the  family  worship,  the 
Bible  stories  and  lessons,  the  happy,  patient  and  unselfish  workers;  the  happy  relations 
between  the  workers  and  wards ; the  whole  atmosphere  she  felt  to  be  redemptive  and 
helpful.  She  diligently  inquired  the  secret  of  it.  They  told  her  it  was  the  Bible  and 
the  Saviour  of  which  the  Bible  tells.  She  said,  “Give  me  the  Bible. ” She  had  never 
seen  one  before.  They  gave  her  a French  Bible  and  she  began  to  pour  over  it  and 
spell  out  the  sweet  story.  They  used  to  find  her  in  her  bedroom  when  she  had  a half- 
hour  to  spare,  reading  the  Book.  She  found  Jesus  her  Saviour  and  gave  him  her 
heart,  asking  for  forgiveness  and  dedicating  her  life  to  him  in  sacrifice  and  service. 
By  and  by,  healed  in  body,  mind  and  spirit,  she  was  able  to  go  out  and  support  herself. 
A place  was  found  for  her  in  domestic  service  with  a splendid  Christian  family.  Hard 
work  was  involved.  She  has  been  there  since,  greatly  appreciated  by  her  mistress 
and  the  family.  She  is  a member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  When  she  received 
her  first  month’s  wages,  she  returned  to  the  home  (the  only  home  she  knows)  and  paid 
a debt  of  a little  money  she  had  borrowed  when  she  went  out.  She  then  took  an 
additional  dollar  from  her  slender  store,  and  said  in  her  broken  English:  “You  gave 
me  the  Bible.  In  it  I find  Jesus  my  Saviour.  I love  Him.  I love  it.  I love  you. 
I love  these  girls.  I love  the  church  that  gave  this  me.  I want  to  help.  I not  give 
this  money  myself ; you  please  break  it  up  in  five-cent  pieces  and  let  the  girls  put  it 
on  the  collection  plate  when  they  go  to  church.  I give  some  more  by  and  by.  I 
want  to  help  the  church  save  other  girls.” 

May  God  bless  and  keep  all  such.  Like  the  woman  at  the  well  of  Sychar,  for- 
given and  saved  by  the  same  Master,  she  became  the  evangelist  of  her  fellows. 

Here  is  another  as  told  by  a deaconess: 

*‘One  morning  I was  called  to  the  police  cells  to  speak  to  two  young  girls  who  had 
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been  picked  up  on  the  street  the  night  before.  One  was  15  years  of  age,  tall,  with 
deepest  blue  eyes  and  masses  of  waving  dark  hair.  She  had  been  married  at  12  years 
of  age  to  one  who  took  her  from  the  school  room,  put  a long  skirt  on  her,  swore  she 
was  18,  and  hurried  her  into  a strange  city,  where,  tiring  of  her  husband,  she  soon 
drifted  into  the  hfe  of  a common  prostitute.  Through  some  miscarriage  of  justice 
1 was  not  permitted  to  retain  her  in  our  home.  Her  marriage  stood  as  if  legal,  though 
it  was  not  so,  and  she  is  now  a physical  and  moral  wreck  on  the  streets  of  another 
town  while  yet  scarcely  16. 

The  other  of  the  two  girls,  19  years  old,  was  in  the  home  with  me  for  the  next 
six  months,  kept  in  isolation  much  of  the  time  for  she  was  as  a leper  among  us.  Many 
times  I have  seen  her  put  her  hands  out  longingly  to  touch  a little  baby  and  turn  away 
with  tears,  for  she  was  soon  to  be  a mother  herself  and  loved  the  little  ones. 

She  was  one  of  a large  family  of  Scotch  Canadians,  who  grew  up  on  the  city 
streets  while  their  brawny  mother  worked  out  and  the  mild- voiced  father  laboured  for 
a few  dollars  a week.  At  12  she  knew  what  immorality  meant,  and  at  15  she  had 
fallen  low.  She  is  one  of  many  who  tell  the  evils  of  the  dance-halls  followed  by  suppers 
in  Chinese  restaurants  and  auto  rides  with  promiscuous  acquaintances. 

From  a dance  hall  she  was  taken  by  a man  of  50  into  his  own  evil  den,  where  his 
own  two  daughters  of  17  and  19  were  prostitute  inmates.  It  was  after  several  weeks 
in  this  place  that  Nellie  was  given  to  us  to  be  brought  back  to  cleanliness  of  body, 
mind  and  soul. 

After  6 months  with  us  she  went  into  hospital  where  her  child  was  born  and  died 
a week  later  of  diseaser  That  day  I found  her  crying  softly  to  herself  as  she  lay  ill. 
“Is  it  not  a good  thing  to  have  the  little  one  safe  in  God’s  care  instead  of  ours?”  I 
asked  her.  “Yes,  I am  glad  for  that,  though  I wanted  my  baby  with  me  to  help  me 

to  be  good.  But,  Miss , is  not  my  baby  a real  baby  the  same  as  any  mother’s 

baby?”  “Of  course  it  is,  why  do  you  ask  that?”  “Because  I haven’t  any  money, 
and  I know  you  haven’t  very  much,  and  I know  what  they  will  do  with  my  little 
baby.  They’ll  put  him  in  a wooden  box  and  throw  him  in  the  Potter’s  Field  without 
even  a prayer.  That  is  what  they  always  do  with  little  ones  like  mine,  and  it’s  my 
fault  that  he  is  like  this.” 

The  promise  that  “our  baby”  should  receive  kinder  treatment  than  that  com- 
forted her,  and  the  tiny  white  flowers  I brought  back  to  her  next  day  with  a descrip- 
tion of  the  white  coffin  and  the  little  white  dress  and  the  beautiful  quiet  service  and 
prayers  that  some  friends  secured  for  her,  were  to  her  a revelation  of  the  deep  love  of 
Christ  Himself.  She  came  back  to  the  home  for  two  months,  tender  of  heart  and 
responsive  to  His  call,  and  at  her  own  request  was  received  at  His  Communion  table 
for  the  first  time,  eight  months  ago.  just  before  she  left  us  to  take  up  work  on  a ranch 
where  through  all  the  busy  summer  and  harvesting  season  she  has  held  to  her  way  of 
happy  helpfulness  among  the  parents,  three  children  and  some  hired  men. 

Her  mistress  writes  to  me  of  her.  “Nellie  is  a blessing  among  us.  I hope  we 
can  keep  her  indefinitely.  We  promised  her  $20.00  a month,  but  are  gladly  paying 
her  $25.00.” 

It  was  a cheery,  wholesome-looking  girl  whom  I found  to  greet  me  the  day  I 
drove  out  to  the  ranch,  and  who  took  me  to  the  top  of  a hill  at  sunset  to  revel  for  a 
while  in  the  wonderful  beauty  of  “God’s  quietness”  on  the  prairie. 

“Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one  of  the  least  of  these,  ye  have  done  it 
unto  Me.” 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  REDEMPTIVE  HOMES. 

Sydney. — 32  girls  were  resident  during  the  year.  27  were  Canadians  and  5 
from  Newfoundland.  ^ 

19  were  Protestants  and  13  Roman  Catholics. 

26  were  maternity  cases;  1 was  a prostitute;  4 were  preventive  cases,  and  1 through 
drink. 

2 were  in  the  home  for  temporary  care  only. 

5 are  living  definite  Christian  fives;  21  others  are  doing  well. 

The  workers  are  in  touch  with  all  but  four. 

Montreal. — 32  girls  were  resident  during  the  year.  10  were  Canadian  and  20 
British. 

25  were  Protestant  and  6 Roman  Catholic. 

31  were  maternity  cases,  one  preventive. 

3 were  in  the  home  for  only  temporary  care. 

Of  the  others,  28  are  doing  well  and  17  of  these  living  Christian  fives. 

The  workers  are  in  touch  with  all  but  the  three  temporary  cases. 

Toronto. — 67  girls  were  resident  during  the  year.  24  were  Canadians,  35  British, 
3 American  and  5 from  other  countries. 

55  were  Protestants,  6 Roman  Catholics,  and  6 with  no  church  connection. 

40  were  maternity  cases,  15  prostitutes,  4 through  drink  and  drugs. 

26  of  the  total  number  were  in  the  home  for  only  temporary  care. 

Of  the  remainder,  namely,  41,  36  are  doing  well.  Of  these  30  are  living  Christian 
fives,  and  one  has  become  a church  member. 

The  workers  are  in  touch  with  all  but  2. 

{Note. — 11  of  maternity  cases  were  prostitutes  as  well.  1 prostitute  was  a 
drunkard.) 

Winnipeg. — 74  girls  were  resident  during  the  year.  10  were  Canadians,  42 
British,  5 American,  and  17  from  other  countries. 

54  were  Protestant,  7 Catholic,  and  13  with  no  church  connection. 

39  were  maternity  cases,  18  prostitutes,  2 preventive  and  10  through  drink  and 
drugs. 

5 were  in  the  home  for  only  temporary  care. 

Of  the  remainder  6 have  been  lost  sight  of  through  deportation  or  otherwise. 
The  others  are  doing  well;  seven  living  definite  Christian  fives  and  three  have  become 
church  members. 

Calgary. — 85  girls  were  resident  during  the  year.  18  were  Canadians,  26  British, 
23  American,  and  18  from  other  countries. 

54  were  Protestant,  15  Catholic,  the  balance  unknown. 

21  were  maternity,  38  prostitutes,  17  preventive,  4 through  drink  or  drugs. 
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17  were  in  the  Home  for  temporary  care  only,  leaving  68  who  were  residents 
properly  under  our  care. 

The  workers  are  in  touch  with  all  but  7, 

45  are  reported  as  doing  well;  15  are  living  Christian  lives,  and  14  are  church 
members. 

{Note. — 2 of  the  cases  reported  above  were  drug  fiends  and  drunkards.) 

Vancouver.— 27  girls  were  resident  since  opening  in  September,  besides  2 babes 
10  were  Canadian,  9 British,  9 American  and  1 Danish. 

21  were  Protestant,  4 Roman  Catholic,  and  2 no  church  connection 

4 were  maternity  cases,  21  prostitutes,  and  2 incorrigibles. 

The  workers  are  in  touch  with  14  who  have  gone  from  the  home. 

6 have  been  lost  sight  of  and  7 remain  in  the  home. 

It  is  too  early  in  the  history  of  the  home  to  report  results. 

Totals. — Number  of  girls,  317.  These  were  Canadians,  99;  British,  132;  Americans 
40;  others,  48,  including  Danish,  French,  German,  Russian,  Norwegian,  Swedish, 
Polish,  Bulgarian,  Icelandic,  New  Zealanders,  Jamaicans  and  Newfoundlanders. 

We  reported  to  last  Assembly  that  228  girls  had  been  cared  for  in  these  homes 
up  until  this  time  last  year.  While  some  of  those  reported  these  two  years  are  doubt- 
less counted  twice,  the  figures  warrant  the  statement  that  500  girls  have  been  mothered 
and  two-thirds  of  them  restored  to  respectable  life,  and  many  of  them  won  to  a life  of 
faith  and  holiness  by  the  grace  of  God! 

THE  M/LRITIME  HOME  FOR  GIRLS. 

On  the  1st  of  July  “The  Maritime  Home  for  Girls’’  will  open  in  Truro,  N.S. 
t is  to  be  a home  and  industrial  school  for  Protestant  girls,  chiefly  of  the  delinquent 
class,  from  all  the  three  provinces  down  by  the  sea,  and  probably  also  from  Newfound- 
land. 

It  has  legal  status  in  terms  of  Dominion  legislation;  and  the  Governments  of 
Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and  Prince  Edward  Island  have  all  agreed  to  contribute 
per  capita  $150.00  per  year  for  each  girl  cared  for.  It  is  expected  after  a short  time 
to  be  self  sustaining. 

The  people  of  the  provinces  have  bought  250  acres  in  Truro  as  the  location,  and 
are  now  raising  the  money  for  the  buildings  and  equipment.  The  main  building  it 
is  expected  will  be  put  up  this  summer. 

The  Methodist  Church,  through  the  Board  of  Temperance  and  Moral  Reform, 
is  sharing  responsibihty  for  this  home  on  equal  terms  with  us.  The  Anglicans  and 
Baptists  of  these  provinces  are  also  supporting  it,  though  not  sharing  in  direct  respon- 
sibility or  ownership. 

Miss  Katherine  Day,  B.A.,  who  has  been  trained  in  St.  Christopher  House  under 
Miss  Carson,  and  in  the  Toronto  Redemptive  House  under  Miss  Ratte,  has  been 
appointed  superintendent,  and  Mrs.  Lewis,  of  Halifax,  as  matron. 

THE  CHURCH  AND  CONGESTED  CITY  DISTRICTS. 

Our  work  in  the  congested  down-town  districts  of  cities  f or  the  past  year  has 
been  along  two  lines. 

1.  In  co-operation  with  other  bodies  and  departments  of  municipal  life  seeking 
to  right  general  conditions  that  are  undesirable  or  hurtful,  such  as  in  housing,  sani- 
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tation,  temperance,  suppression  of  vices ^ eliminating  the  unclean  in  commercialized 
amusement,  promoting  play-grounds,  healthy  recreation,  an  intelligent  interest  in 
good  citizenship,  etc.,  in  which  very  much  has  been  accomplished  which  it  is  imposs- 
ible, in  the  space  at  our  disposal,  to  give  any  intelligent  report  upon. 

2.  In  evangelical  social  settlements,  evangelistic  institutes,  social  service  in- 
stitutes, open  air  preaching,  etc.,  seeking  to  reclaim  the  wreckage  of  human  life,  and 
to  improve  the  general  character  and  conditions  for  the  struggling  masses,  whether 
Canadians,  Anglo-Saxons  from  the  motherland,  or  other  lands,  or  non-Anglo-Saxons. 

Owing  to  the  extreme  financial  stringency  making  it  impossible  for  our  people, 
in  various  cities,  especially  in  the  West,  to  undertake  financing  of  property  and  plant 
suitable  for  work  of  this  kind,  it  has  not  been  possible,  or  thought  wise^  to  greatly 
extend  work  during  the  year  along  these  lines,  which  has  therefore  been  confined  to 
the  three  cities  of  Winnipeg,  Montreal  and  Toronto. 


WINNIPEG — Robertson  Memorial  Institute. 

Robertson  Memorial  Institute,  in  the  north  end  of  Winnipeg,  in  a district  over- 
whelmingly non-Anglo-Saxon  in  its  population,  was  taken  over  some  two  years  ago 
at  the  request  of  Winnipeg  Presbytery  from  the  Presbyterian  Women’s  Union  and 
the  Board  of  Home  Missions. 

This  work  has  been  superintended  thus  far  by  the  pastor  of  the  Robertson  Memor- 
ial Church,  Rev.  A.  MacTaggart,  together  with  a staff  consisting  of  a deaconess,  a 
nurse,  three  kindergarten  teachers,  and  a special  worker  among  boys.  The  work 
has  included  supervised  play,  good  citizenship,  fresh  air  work  in  the  camp  owned 
by  the  church  at  Gimli,  on  Lake  Winnipeg;  regular  kindergarten  school,  athletics, 
club  work,  mother’s  meetings,  public  lectures,  Sunday  School,  Christian  Endeavour, 
Gospel  services.  There  is  an  enrolment  of  762  without  counting  those  attending 
Sunday  School,  Christian  Endeavour  and  Kindergarten.  Last  year  has  been  the 
most  successful  in  the  history  of  Robertson  Memorial. 

Rev.  A.  MacTaggart  has  just  removed,  under  call,  to  St.  Andrew’s  Church, 
Calgary.  Miss  Ormond,  who  has  been  the  senior  deaconess  in  charge  of  the  work, 
has  severed  her  connection  to  become  a mistress  of  the  manse.  The  Board  would 
record  .its  heartfelt  appreciation  of  the  wisdom,  intelhgence,  tact  and  consecration 
with  which  both  Miss  Ormond  and  Mr.  MacTaggart  have  done  their  work  as  leaders 
of  the  forces  in  Robertson  Memorial,  and  wish  them  God-speed  in  their  new  spheres 
of  life  and  service. 

MONTREAL — Chalmer’s  House,  Evangelical  Social  Settlement. 

Chalmer’s  House,  on  St.  Catherine  St.  East,  near  De  Lorimier,  in  a densely 
populated  and  poor  district  in  the  east  end  of  Montreal,  has  been  at  work  for  one 
year  and  a half  only,  and  has  had  a very  remarkable  career.  Its  influence  has  ex- 
tended far.  Its  work  is  deeply  appreciated  by  the  poor  of  the  whole  district. 

The  staff  consists  of  Miss  Laura  E.  Dixon,  B.A.,  a daughter  of  the  manse,  and 
a woman  of  character,  culture  and  consecration,  together  with  a domestic  science 
expert,  a trained  nurse,  a general  helper,  and  a student  in  charge  of  work  among 
boys.  The  Christian  character  and  self-sacrificing  spirit  of  these  workers  is  note- 
worthy, and  under  God  is  the  explanation  of  the  splendid  work  Chalmer’s  House  has 
been  able  to  accomplish.  In  it,  as  in  Robertson  Memorial  Institute,,  is  combined  all 
sorts  of  Social  Service  work,  with  definite  religious  meetings.  The  Social  Service 
work  includes  social  clubs,  educational  and  industrial  classes  of  great  variety;  library, 
milk  station,  medical  and  nurse’s  clinics,  skating  rink,  supervised  play,  rehef  depart- 
ment, district  visiting,  etc. 

..  The  work  is  done  in  an  old  tenement  house,  whose  rooms  are  small,  hence  any- 


23 


thing  like  large  religious  meetings  or  meetings  of  any  kind  is  out  of  the  question.  Some 
wealthy  Presbyterians  in  Montreal  are  putting  their  money  together,  and  have  pur- 
chased a property  on  De  Lorimier  Avenue,  near  St.  Catharine,  and  not  far  from 
Taylor  Church,  at  a cost  of  $35,000,  and  purpose  spending  at  least  $25,000  on  a 
building  to  be  increased  later,  when  it  will  be  possible  with  no  great  increase  in  expence 
for  maintenance,  to  treble,  or  quadruple  the  extent  of  the  work  done,  and  in  particular 
to  give  full  scope  to  work  in  large  meetings,  evangelistic  and  other. 

It  is  significant  that  the  new  property  is  an  old  brewery.  Our  friends  purpose 
making  it  a children’s  paradise.  Your  Board  thinks  this  is  an  excellent  thing  to  do 
with  all  breweries,  and  hopes  that  all  such  institutions  will,  in  the  not  distant  future, 
be  turned  from  places  of  cursing  to  places  of  blessing  to  humankind  in  general,  from 
ocean  to  ocean  throughout  Canada,  when  the  traffic  in  strong  drink  has  become  a 
thing  of  history  and  a mere  nightmare  of  memory. 

There  are  enrolled  in  connection  with  Chalmer’s  House  about  800.  There  is 
an  aggregate  attendance  at  all  the  various  meetings  for  a month  of  about  6,000. 

No  babe  has  died  fed  with  milk  supplied  by  the  Chalmer’s  House  milk  depot, 
and  that  in  a city  whose  record  of  infant  mortality  was  one  babe  in  every  four  perish- 
ing before  reaching  the  age  of  12  months.  “Inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  unto  one 
of  the  least  of  these,  ye  have  done  it  unto  me.” 

TORONTO 

(a)  St.  Christopher  House  is  an  evangelical  social  settlement  similar  to  Chalmer’s 
House,  Montreal.  It  has  been  in  operation  for  about  two  years.  The  work  is  done 
in  an  old  building,  utterly  inadequate,  and  sorely  trying  to  the  workers. 

It  has  been  under  the  leadership  of  Miss  H.  L.  Hart,  B.A.,  another  daughter  of 
the  manse,  scholarly,  cultured,  consecrated,  with  splendid  devotion,  serving  the 
church  in  ministering  to  the  poor  at  no  small  financial  sacrifice.  Along  with  her  have 
been  Miss  Sara  Libby  Carson,  General  Supervisor  of  this  kind  of  work  under  the 
Board,  a trained  nurse,  a deaconess,  and  two  or  three  young  women  who  are  taking 
training  for  settlement  work.  Mr.  J.  M.  Wyatt,  M.A.,  a graduate  of  Toronto  Uni- 
versity, and  of  Westminster  Hall,  Vancouver,  has  just  been  appointed  as  special 
worker  among  boys. 

The  enrollment  is  about  the  same  as  Chalmer’s  House — in  round  figures  800, 
with  an  aggregate  monthly  attendance  _of  nearly  6,000. 

The  different  sorts  of  ministry  are  practically  identical  with  those  enumerated 
in  connection  with  Chalmer’s  House. 

Rev.  D.  C.  MacGregor  and  Mrs.  MacGregor  live  in  the  Settlement  residence 
along  with  the  workers. 

Mr.  J.  W.  Woods,  President  of  the  Gordon  MacKay  Company,  has  given  his 
splendid  ability  and  eleven  thousand  dollars  toward  fitting  up  the  present  premises, 
and  is  now  planning,  with  the  help  of  others,  to  secure  at  the  cost  of  several  tens  of 
thousands  of  dollars,  an  adequate  property,  plant  and  equipment  for  the  splendid 
work  that  has  from  the  beginning  been  carried  on  in  St.  Christopher  House. 

There  are  eighteen  nationalities  represented  in  the  membership.  About  one-third 
of  them  are  Jewish,  about  one-third  Roman  Catholic,  about  one-third  Anglo-Saxon 
and  Protestant.  There  has  been  great  poverty  and  suffering  in  the  homes  of  these 
people  during  the  past  trying  winter. 

(b)  Evangel  Hall. — Evangel  Hall  is  situated  on  Queen  Street,  one  of  the  main 
thoroughfares,  a few  blocks  from  St.  Christopher  House,  and  the  work  in  it  may  be 
described  as  that  of  an  evangelistic  social  service  institute,  with  the  evangelistic 
predominating.  Evangelistic  services  are  conducted  in  the  hall,  whose  maximum 
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capacity  is  160;  and  on  the  street  when  the  weather  permits.  The  work  began  a year 
ago  on  the  1st  of  February.  For  a list  of  the  workers  and  additional  information 
to  that  herewith  supplied,  see  under  “Evangelism”  earlier  in  this  report. 

Reverend  R.  J.  and  Mrs.  Koffend  are  in  charge. 

An  extensive  labor  bureau  is  operated  and  much  appreciated. 

The  capacity  of  the  hall  is  fully  occupied  every  Sunday  evening.  A Bible  school 
of  180  gathers  on  Sunday  afternoon,  including  two  Bible  classes,  one  for  men,  attended 
by  about  25,  one  for  women,  by  about  an  equal  number.  Members  of  these  are 
converts  through  the  Gospel,  not  a few  having  been  slaves  of  drink  or  other  vices, 
and  are  now  studying  the  Bible  for  personal  service.  Six  cottage  gospel  meetings 
were  conducted  through  the  winter  each  week  by  the  people  themselves,  without 
help  from  the  members.  There  is  a mother’s  meeting  on  Friday  afternoon  conducted 
by  Mrs.  Koffend,  the  maximum  attendance  of  which  has  been  ninety  mothers  and 
fifty  babes  or  little  children. 

Both  St.  Christopher  House  and  Evangel  Hall  are  in  a district  out  of  which  one 
of  our  strong  Presbyterian  churches  moved  but  a short  time  ago.  In  both  it  has 
been  demonstrated  that  the  combination  of  social  service  and  evangelism  is  able  to 
meet  all  forms  of  human  need,  and  to  solve  the  problem  of  down-town  work,  even 
among  non-English-speaking  people  in  a congested  city  district. 

Alderman  Wanless  has  given  to  the  church  free  use  of  the  property  used  for  the 
work  in  Evangel  Hall. 

(c)  Presbyterian  Social  Service  Institute, — This  work  has  been  from  the  beginning, 
and  is  still,  financed  by  a generous  layman  of  the  church,  Mr.  J.  Dinwoody,  who  has 
also  given  one  of  his  daughters  to  the  service  of  the  church  in  China  under  the  Foreign 
Mission  Board.  His  gift  for  the  Social  Service  Institute  is,  at  his  own  request,  an 
extra,  and  not  included  in  the  General  Budget  of  the  church. 

It  is  probable  that  the  work  done  in  all  these  three  institituons  in  Toronto  when  the 
new  plant  is  provided  will  be  united  under  the  one  roof  and  one  supervision. 

(For  report  of  work  done  in  this  institute  among  non-Anglo-Saxons,  see  under 
“Evangelism”  earlier  in  this  report.) 

(d)  St.  Christopher  Farm  and  Fresh  Air  Camp. — The  church  owns  a three-hundred- 
acre  farm,  bearing  the  name  St.  Christopher,  situated  on  Lake  Scugog,  between 
Toronto  and  Lindsay,  55  miles  distant  from  the  former,  14  miles  from  the  latter. 

Through  the  generosity  of  some  of  our  Sunday  Schools  and  a few  individual 
donors,  a camp  of  18  tents,  with  the  necessary  equipment,  is  being  furnished,  and  last 
year  nearly  200  poor  boys  and  girls,  including  a few  sick  and  tired  women,  were  taken 
down  for  two  weeks  of  rest  and  recuperation  on  the  shores  of  this  beautiful  lake. 

Provision  has  not  been  made  in  the  Budget  for  the  support  of  this  work.  It  has 
been  financed,  therefore,  by  special  effort,  and  has  proven  a great  blessing,  not  merely 
to  the  indivudials  directly  benefited,  but  in  increasing  the  spiritual  hold  of  the  workers 
of  St.  Christopher  House  and  Evangel  Hall  upon  their  constituency,  resulting  from 
happy  fellowship  and  social,  moral  and  religious  influence  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
camp  dwellers  during  the  period  when  they  are  taken  out  of  their  usually  baneful 
envirooment,  and  segregated  under  God’s  sunshine  and  moonlight,  and  in  the  invigor- 
ating fresh  air  and  beautiful  surroundings  in  such  a camp. 
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THE  CHURCH  AND  RURAL  LIFE. 

We  reported  to  last  Assembly  the  result  of  our  initial  study  of  the  problems  of 
rural  life,  and  our  conviction  that  along  with  the  sister  problem  of  the  city  they  ought 
to  receive  the  careful  attention  of  the  church. 

' In  disposing  of  an  overture  from  the  Synod  of  Montreal  and  Ottawa  on  the 
subject,  the  Assembly  added  to  the  already  extensive  and  varied  responsibilities  of 
this  Board  the  duty  of  studying  and  seeking  to  solve  the  pressing  problems  of  rural 
life. 

There  is  a steady  trend  of  population  from  the  country  to  the  city,  in  all  Western 
countries,  and  Canada,  in  spite  of  her  boundless  stretches  of  the  most  fertile  land  in 
the  world,  is  no  exception.  This  is  true  not  only  of  the  Maritime  Provinces, 
Quebec,  and  Ontario,  but  even  in  the  older  portions  of  Manitoba  and  Saskatchewan. 

This  movement  of  population  congests  the  city,  and  multiplies  and  intensifies 
the  problems  of  urban  life.  It  at  the  same  time  depletes  the  rural  communities 
and  impoverishes  their  economic,  social,  educational,  moral  and  religious  life.  Church- 
es and  schools  dwindle,  social  life  loses  its  interest,  moral  degeneracy  follows,  and  while 
the  few  increase  their  wealth,  the  many  suffer  from  the  growing  burdens  of  poverty. 

These  things  ought  not  so  to  be.  What  can  the  church  do  to  rectify  the  regret- 
table conditions? 

Your  Board  recognizes  the  difficulty  and  complexity  of  the  problem.  It  knows 
enough  about  the  conditions  to  acknowledge  that  it  has  much  yet  to  learn. 

But  it  has  not  been  idle. 

In  the  first  place  it  has  done  much  to  encourage  ministers  and  people  to  study 
the  question.  Many  hundreds  of  copies  of  Dr.  John  MacDougalhs  “Rural  Life  in 
Canada — Its  Trend  and  Its  Task,”  published  a year  ago  by  the  Board,  have  been 
sold,  and  the  book  has  received  enthusiastic  commendation  by  periodicals,  poli- 
ticians, educationalists,  agriculturists,  social  students,  etc.,  in  the  United  States  and 
the  Motherland,  as  well  as  throughout  Canada.  Conferences  on  the  subject  have  been 
held  in  certain  Synods  and  Presbyteries,  and  in  conventions  and  congresses. 

The  press,  religious  and  secular,  has  been  encouraged  to  give  prominence  to  rural 
life  and  its  problems. 

The  General  Secretary  has  corresponded  and  had  conference  with  ministers  of 
agriculture  and  of  education  in  the  provinces. 

The  action  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  leading  the  way  in  taking  up  this 
question  seriously  has  been  commented  upon  and  commended  on  every  hand  by 
leading  students  of  the  question,  and  already  other  churches  are  following  the  example 
we  have  set. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Methodist  Church  we  have  employed  during  the  year 
Dr.  W.  A.  Riddell,  one  of  our  young  ministers  who  has  given  three  years  to  special- 
izing on  rural  life  problems  in  the  directing  of  a careful  survey  of  conditions  in  certain 
rural  districts,  notably  the  County  of  Huron,  Ontario.  The  report  of  this  inductive 
study  will  be  available  in  a few  weeks. 

It  is  intended  to  make  a similar  survey  of  a district  in  south-western  and  in 
northern  Manitoba,  and  another  in  the  Maritime  Provinces. 

These  surveys  will  doubtless  suggest  some  lines  at  least  along  which  the  church 
can  co-operate  with  the  school  systems,  the  agricultural  departments,  and  all  social 
betterment  agencies  in  working  toward  a solution  of  this  complex  and  vitally  im- 
portant problem. 
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The  church  happily  recognizes  that  her  mission  carries  her  into  the  economic  and 
social  sphere  that  she  may  lead  in  the  righting  of  wrong  conditions  wherever  found. 

But  the  church  has  a selfish  reason,  if  one  may  so  speak,  in  solving  the  rural 
problem.  Her  own  life  and  prosperity  depend  upon  its  solution.  Not  a few  of  her 
congregations  have  sunken  from  self-sustaining  to  augmented  charges,  and  these  to 
mission  stations.  In  seeking,  therefore,  unselfishly  to  serve  the  rural  communities, 
she  will  find  that  she  is  strengthening  herself  and  holding  fortresses  that  had  all  but 
fallen  into  the  enemy’s  hands. 

The  Journal  of  Agriculture,  Montreal,  says. — “One  of  the  signs  of  renewed  interest 
in  rural  welfare  is  the  greater  attention  given  th  agricultural  matters  by  the  churches. 
The  recent  pubhcation,  “Rural  Life  in  Canada,”  by  the  Rev.  John  MacDougall,  of 
Spencerville,  Ontario,  a book  reviewed  in  this  Journal  some  months  ago,  calls  at- 
tention to  the  crying  needs  of  the  majority  of  the  English-speaking  country  communi- 
ties, and  places  the  rural  problem  clearly  before  the  public. 

It  may  be  of  interest  and  profit  to  our  readers  who  are  mainly  English-speaking 
and  non-Catholic  to  know  that  the  Catholic  Church  gives  greater  effective  aid  to 
agriculture  in  Quebec  than  the  Protestant  Churches.  This  is  a fact  which  may 
readily  be  proven,  and  is  not  in  any  way  controversial.  Ever  since  1894 — twenty 
years  ago — an  association  called  “the  Agricultural  Missionaries”  has  been  in  existence, 
and  is  composed  of  one  or  more  parish  priests  selected  by  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese 
to  give  special  attention,  to  the  interests  of  agriculture  amongst  the  farmers.  These 
missionaries  preach  both  agriculture  and  the  Gospel.  All  phases  of  agriculture  are 
dealt  with,  and  in  the  last  report,  (6th)  covering  the  work  of  the  Association  for 
three  years,  we  find  that  770  Agricultural  Cirlces  were  visited  by  the  missionaries  or 
their  deputies  and  145,250  farmers  benefited  by  their  instruction.” 


THE  CHURCH  AND  LABOR. 

From  its  appointment  seven  years  ago,  the  Board  has  given  attention  to  the 
study  of  the  industrial  problem  in  all  its  complexity,  and  has  kept  in  touch  with  the 
organized  labour  forces  in  most  of  the  industrial  centres.  We  have  co-operated  in 
encouraging  these  workers  in  all  their  worthy  ambitions  to  improve  the  conditions 
under  which  they  labor  and  live.  We  recognize  that  questions  of  wages  and  hours  of 
labour  and  a healthy  and  safe  atmosphere  in  which  to  labour  are  matters  not  alone  of 
economics,  but  of  morals  and  religion — matters  in  which  Our  Msater  is  interested, 
and  therefore  in  which  the  church  must  be  interested. 

The  Ottawa  Assembly  adopted  a statement  on  “The  Church  and  Social 
Questions”,  which  received  wide  and  favourable  comment  throughout  the  Christian 
world.  Other  churches  have  followed  our  example.  All  the  churches  federated  for 
social  service  in  the  Social  Service  Council  of  Canada  adopted,  almost  unmodified, 
the  statement  just  referred  to,  and  has  recently  summarized  it  as  follows: 

The  Social  Service  Council  believes  that  righteousness  can  be  realized  in  the  com- 
plex conditions  of  modern  life  only  through  the  application  to  all  human  affairs  of 
the  principles  of  the  Eungdom  of  God. 

The  Social  Service  Council  declares 

For  the  application  of  Christian  principles  to  the  operations  of  industrial  associ- 
ations whether  of  labour  or  of  capital. 

For  a more  equitable  distribution  of  wealth. 

For  the  abolition  of  poverty. 

For  the  protection  of  childhood. 
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For  the  safeguarding  of  the  physical  and  moral  health  of  women  in  industrial  life. 

For  the  adequate  protection  of  working  people  in  case  of  industrial  accidents 
and  occupational  diseases. 

For  the  Sunday  rest  for  every  worker.  ' 

For  conciliation  and  arbitration  in  industrial  disputes. 

For  proper  housing. 

For  the  adequate  care  of  dependent  and  defective  persons. 

For  the  reclamation  of  criminals. 

For  wholesome  recreation. 

For  the  protection  of  society  against  contagious  diseases. 

For  international  peace. 

The  General  Secretary  attended  and  addressed,  as  he  has  done  annually  for  these 
seven  years,  the  Trades  and  Labour  Congress  of  Canada,  at  Montreal,  accompanied 
by  Rev.  A.  S.  Ross,  a member  of  the  Board.  They  were  given  a most  sympathetic 
reception  and  hearing.  Labour  leaders  recognize  the  value  of  the  service  rendered 
their  cause  by  the  Presbyterian  Church.  This  makes  it  the  easier  for  the  Presbyterian 
ministers  everywhere  to  win  to  Christ  and  to  the  Church  the  working  men  and  women 
generally. 

The  Board  used  its  full  influence  toward  securing  the  enactment  of  the  Ontario 
Workmen’s  Compensation  Law,  and  hopes  that  ere  long  similar  laws  may  be  on  the 
books  of  every  province  in  Canada.  We  glorify  and  pension  the  soldier  who  is 
wounded  on  the  field  of  blood.  Is  not  the  soldier  in  the  industrial  army  equally 
deserving? 

Unemployment  has  stricken  thousands  of  homes  in  our  cities  with  poverty  and 
serious  suffering,  driving  some  to  despair  and  death.  Surely  society  must  find  a 
solution  for  this  uncertainty  of  an  opportunity  to  work  for  a living.  Is  it  not  the 
Church’s  duty  to  stir  the  heart  and  conscience  of  society  to  face  this  question  and  at 
any  cost  to  solve  it?  Does  not  the  spirit  of  Him  who  would  not  send  the  multitude 
adrift  hungry  lay  upon  His  followers  to-day  this  imperative  responsibihty? 


POLITICAL  PURITY. 

The  following  Special  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Political  Purity  of  the  Social 
Service  Council  of  Canada  is  here  printed  in  order  that  ministers  and  elders  may  have 
its  valuable  material  for  reference: 

“The  Committee  on  Political  Purity  of  the  Social  Service  Council  of  Canada 
very  gladly  welcome  this  opportunity  of  presenting  an  interim  report  in  order  to 
introduce  a subject  of  vital  import,  and  to  place  some  facts  and  suggestions  which 
are  calculated  to  arouse  the  keenest  interest,  at  the  Congress.  It  will  be  agreed  that 
we  are  permitted  to  discuss  this  question  at  an  exceedingly  opportune  time.  Our 
country  has  been  startled  by  the  most  alarming  revelations  of  political  corruption. 
It  is  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  not  only  do  many  electors  regard  the  sacred 
privilege  of  the  franchise  as  a marketable  commodity,  but  there  are  men,  not  a few, 
who,  having  been  raised  to  positions  of  trust  and  power  by  the  suffrage  of  the  electors, 
have  demeaned  themselves,  betrayed  their  friends,  and  disgraced  their  country  by 
faithlessly  marketing  their  responsibilities  and  privileges.  Particular  and  recent 
illustrations  of  these  facts  will  occur  to  all  and  need  not  be  enumerated  here. 

Political  corruption  robs  the  honest  citizens  of  their  inalienable  rights,  and  puts 
a dangerous  power  in  the  hands  of  men  of  the  lowest  moral  stratum.  It  is  indeed  an 
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evil  which  undermines  the  very  foundations  of  democracy.  Moreover  this  evil  is 
widespread.  It  may  be  possible  to  exaggerate  the  amount  of  corruption,  but  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  this  monster  has  breathed  out  its  blighting  influence  over  all  our 
political  institutions.  It  is  not  confined  to  one  political  party,  to  a few  provinces, 
or  to  certain  classes  in  society.  It  appears  in  the  form  of  personal  bribery,  the  de- 
bauching of  constituencies,  and  the  corrupting  of  our  legislators.  It  is  practised  by 
the  partisan,  strengthened  by  party  funds,  and  employed  by  greedy  corporations,  and, 
most  unfortunate  of  all,  this  pohtical  chicanery  and  dishonesty  is  regarded  by  many 
as  a necessity,  and  referred  to  with  a grim  humour. 

Fortunately,  however,  not  these  considerations  alone  make  our  discussion  timely, 
to-day.  Recent  scandals  have  aroused  the  national  conscience.  Some  powerful 
utterances  have  been  creating  a deep  interest,  and  we  are  happy  to  know  that  this 
question  is  before  parliament  at  this  present  time;  while  one  of  the  most  hopeful 
features  connected  with  the  whole  problem  is  that  political  men  themselves  are  earnest- 
ly desirous  that  effective  remedies  shall  be  found.  , 

Ever  since  the  Social  Service  Council  of  Canada  was  organised  it  has  been  deeply 
interested  in  this  question  of  political  purity.  Year  after  year  it  has  sounded  a warn- 
ing note  and  suggested  remedies.  A few  months  ago  there  came  into  the  hands  of 
our  joint  secretaries  a signed  statement  from  a member  of  parliament  which  put  the 
whole  matter  in  a light  that  demanded  immediate  and  vigorous  action.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  discover  how  general  might  be  the  conditions  described  in  this  state- 
ment, and  to  secure  further  information  and  valuable  suggestions,  the  following 
letter,  including  the  signed  statement  referred  to,  was  sent  out  to  a large  number  of 
our  public  men.  In  sending  out  this  letter  the  secretaries  themselves,  of  course, 
neither  endorsed  nor  discredited  the  statements  made  by  their  informant.  This 
letter  reads  as  follows; 

The  Social  Service  of  Canada  is  taking  up  this  question  of  political  purity  and 
contemplates  giving  very  serious  attention  to  the  matter,  believing  that  there  is  no 
more  important  question  affecting  the  well-being  of  Canada. 

We  have  full  confidence,  moreover,  which  accounts  for  our  addressing  you, 
that  you  are  as  cordially  desirous  as  ourselves  of  finding  a way  or  ways  by  which  brib- 
ery and  other  irregularities  in  elections  can  be  suppressed  or  reduced  to  a minimum. 
We  are  of  the  opinion  that  public  men  in  political  hfe  are  probably  more  anxious 
than  many  of  the  electors  to  have  bribery  done  away  with.  The  following  are  quo- 
tations from  a statement  signed  by  a member  of  parliament,  and  given  to  us  by  him 
for  use  in  our  campaign  against  policital  impurity. 

50  per  cent,  of  the  electors  in  this  constituency  demand  money,  or  whiskey,  or 
both,  in  every  election. 

70  per  cent,  to  80  per  cent,  expect  it. 

It  is  more  general  now  than  ten  years  ago. 

It  has  grown  with  prosperity. 

A respectable,  well-to-do  farmer  with  three  sons,  electors,  formerly  of  the  other 
side  of  politics,  sent  for  me,  as  he  was  thinking  of  leaving  his  party.  He  declared  to 
me  that  this  was  his  intention,  expressed  his  admiration  of  my  course  in  public 
life,  and  then  calling  me  aside,  demanded  $25  for  the  four  votes.  When  I 
refused  he  offered  three  votes  for  $15.  This  I also  refused.  He  probably  voted 
against  me.  He  said  he  saw  no  reason,  in  view  of  the  refusal  of  money,  to  change  his 
politics. 

Another  farmer  of  my  own  party  indicated  indirectly  that  he  thought  he  was 
was  entitled  to  some  “ consideration. I said  the  fact  that  he  alleged  that  our  party 
‘‘had  done  nothing  for  him,”  was  the  best  reason  why  he  should  support  the  party 
and  me,  their  candidate.  His  young  son,  just  21,  was  present  and,  finding  I could 
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make  no  impression  on  the  father  nor  get  him  to  say  that  he  would  vote  for  me,  I 
turned  to  the  son,  and  appealed  to  him  to  support  the  party,  as  the  young  man’s 
party,  being  the  party  of  progress.  The  son  made  no  statement,  but  looked  to  his 
father  for  consent.  The  father  said,  “We  might  as  well  cut  the  business  short.  The 
man  who  gives  my  son  a dollar  in  cash  and  a bottle  of  whiskey  gets  his  vote.  ” 

At  the  nomination  convention  I informed  the  electors  present  that  unless  I 
could  have  some  clear  assurance  that  they  would  run  a clean  election  I would  not 
accept  the  nomination.  At  my  request  they  rose  to  their  feet  as  one  man,  giving  this 
assurance.  I was  informed  afterwards  that  several  of  those  who  had  risen  stated  that 
they  were  not  in  sympathy  with  the  idea  and  there  was  no  hope  of  success  unless  the 
usual  bribery  was  resorted  to. 

Will  you  be  kind  enough,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  to  give  us  your  estimate 
of  this  statement,  its  reliability  of  general  application,  from  the  viewpoint  of  your 
own  experience  and  observation?  It  is  not  our  intention  to  use  the  names  of  writers 
in  connection  with  any  of  these  statements,  but  we  want  to  be  assured  the  statements 
are  reliable. 

Will  you  also  kindly  give  us  your  estimate  of  the  following  suggested  remedies? 

1st. — Proportional  representation. 

2nd. — Direct  legislation. 

3rd. — The  appointment  of  a public  prosecutor  as  responsible  to  Parliament,  and 
independent  of  the  government,  as  the  Auditor-General,  whose  obligatory  duty  it 
will  be  to  prosecute  all  offences  against  our  Election  laws. 

4th. — The  public  agreement  of  candidates  and  executives  when  an  election  is 
approaching  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to  prevent  all  forms  of  bribery  or  other 
irregularities  to  unfair  methods  in  connection  with  the  election. 

Very  greatly  appreciating  your  kind  help  in  this  matter,  we  are  respectfully 
and  sincerely  yours, 

J.  G.  SHEARER,  (Joint  Secretaries,  The 

-<  Social  Service  Council 
T.  ALBERT  MOORE,  ( of  Canada. 

We  desire  to  express  our  gratification  that  we  have  been  honoured  with  so  general 
a response,  more  than  seventy  replies  having  been  received.  Some  of  these  letters 
come  from  men  who  hold  very  high  positions  in  our  national  life,  and,  needless  to 
say,  contain  very  valuable  material.  These  replies  come  from  representatives  of 
constituencies  scattered  from  the  extreme  east  to  the  farthest  west.  Some  of  the 
writers  occupy  positions  in  the  Dominion  Parliament,  some  in  the  Senate,  and  some 
serve  in  our  Provincial  Legislatures.  Some  belong  to  the  parties  which  are  now  in 
power,  while  others  are  members  of  the  parties  in  opposition,  while  both  rural  and 
urban  constituencies  are  heard  from. 

An  examination  of  these  remarkable  communications  discloses  the  fact  that  the 
writers,  with  a few  exceptions,  are  aware  of  the  alarming  extent  of  political  dishonesty. 
One  writer  says  “of  course  the  constituencies  vary,  but  I should  think  that  in  the 
average  riding  in  Ontario  there  may  be  anywhere  from  200  to  1,000  electors  who  are 
known  by  machine  men  to  be  corruptible,  and  whose  votes  are  obtainable  only  in 
this  manner.  They  constitute  a minority  in  many  cases  quite  sufficient  to  turn  the 
scale  in  any  riding.”  Another  remarks  that  there  is  a “too  widespread  idea  that  the 
franchise  is  a possession  which  may  be  used  for  private  gain,  and  that  the  public 
man  is  soliciting  a favour  for  which  a quid  pro  quo  is  required.  ” One,  unusually  well- 
informed,  declares  “I  have  no  difficulty  whatever  in  believing  this  statement,  and  I 
think  the  same  would  apply  to  most  constituencies  in  Canada.  Few  have  any  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  degree  of  degradation  and  moral  obliquity  to  which  the  electorate 
has  sunk  in  this  country.”  Others  remark  that  this  evil  is  the  greatest  menace  to 
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our  free  institutions.’^  The  curse  of  our  democracy”  and  that  “drastic  treatment  is 
necessary.” 

Listen  to  this  testimony:  “Your  quotations  from  a statement  by  a Member  of 
Parliament  do  not  exaggerate  the  conditions  in  many  of  the  constituencies.  There 
are  some  exceptions,  of  course.  As  an  outcome,  and  one  of  the  phases  of  these  sordid 
conditions,  the  search  for  a candidate  who  has  a “barrel”  is  more  and  more  in  evidence 
at  every  succeeding  election,  and  the  cynical  assumption  that  this,  the  primary 
qualification,  gets  countenance  and  support  from  men  who  are  generally  regarded  as 
of  the  highest  respectability.  It  is  no  uncommon  thing  to  be  told  that  “Mr.  Blank 
(newly  rich,  probably)  is  to  be  nominated  for  a certain  constituency,  and  that,  being 
willing  to  spend  his  money  freely,  his  election  is  assured.” 

While,  speaking  generally,  the  writers  regard  the  conditions  described  in  the 
circular  letter  as  extreme  and  unusual  in  degree,  yet  some  fourteen  per  cent,  corrobor- 
ate the  statement  fully.  Thirty-eight  per  cent,  admit  that  such  conditions  exist  in 
a less  exaggerated  form,  while  some  fifty  per  cent,  say  that  only  to  a negligible  degree 
does  electoral  corruption  exist  in  their  own  constituencies.  Let  us  admit  that.  Yet 
still  we  have  one-half  admitting  a most  serious  condition  of  affairs.  It  is  true  that 
the  known  and  admitted  irregularities  in  many  constituencies  are  much  less  prevalent 
than  stated  to  be  in  the  riding  referred  to  in  the  circular.  Yet  even  so,  here  are  thirty 
or  thirty-five  men  who  are.  best  qualified  to  speak,  admitting  that  at  the  very  heart 
of  the  constituencies  they  represent  is  a cancerous  growth  that  will  yield  to  nothing 
less  than  the  burning  rays  of  the  most  heroic  treatment.  If  this  proportion  correctly 
represents  the  conditions  throughout  our  Dominion,  there  is  surely  enough  brought  to 
light  to  call  for  a most  thorough-going  investigation,  and  to  demand  immediate  and 
statesman-like  action. 

Some  attribute  the  increase  of  this  evil  to  prosperity ; some  to  the  growing  mater- 
ialism of  the  age;  others  to  the  low  standard  of  morals  generally;  one  to  the  press; 
and  one  to  the  churches ; but  whatever  the  cause  or  causes,  corruption  in  our  elections 
and  in  the  official  life  of  our  statesmen  will  poison  the  whole  body-politic,  and  every 
true,  red-blooded  Canadian  should  determine  that,  in  these  formative  days  of  our 
national  life,  our  politics  should  be  clean. 

One  phase  of  the  subject  on  which  a very  large  number  of  our  correspondents 
agree,  is  that  the  candidates  themselves  are  very  much  to  blame,  claiming  that  only 
when  a candidate  is  known  to  be  willing  to  hand  out  the  “boodle”  will  the  voters  have 
the  temerity  to  approach  him  for  a bribe.  Your  Committee  conceives,  however, 
that  a considerable  part  of  the  blame  rests  upon  the  party  workers,  who  will  sometimes 
use  corrupt  methods  even  when  the  candidate  is  a man  of  political  integrity.  Another 
important  phase  of  the  situation  is  emphasized  by  several  correspondents,  who  point 
out  that  when  a constituency  has  once  been  debauched,  it  is  very  difficult  for  gener- 
ations afterwards  to  secure  clean  election  methods  therein.  Thus  the  evil  that  men 
do  lives  after  them. 

Now  in  regard  to  remedies. 

Four  were  suggested  in  the  circular. 

A comparatively  small  number  of  the  writers  give  their  estimate  of  the  value  of 
proportional  representation,  or  direct  legislation,  as  a remedy.  And  of  those  who  do, 
only  ten  favour  the  first  and  four  the  second.  Further,  some  of  the  ten  who  favour 
proportional  representation  realize  that  it  is  too  radical  a change  from  which  to  expect 
an  immediate  and  general  remedy  for  the  evil  we  are  considering.  In  regard  to 
the  public  voluntary  agreement  of  the  men  of  both  parties  concerned  in  an  electoral 
contest  the  opinion  is  about  equally  divided  as  to  its  value  as  a remedy.  The  trouble 
seems  to  be  a lack  of  confidence  in  the  pledges  of  the  men  on  the  “other  side  ”.  A much 
larger  number  favour  the  appointment  of  a public  prosecutor  independent  of  the 
government.  Indeed,  only  eleven  express  themselves  as  opposed  to  such  an  appoint- 


31 


ment.  Many  of  the  replies  recognize  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  secure  a man  of 
sufficient  ability  and  probity,  while  others  fear  that  after  all  he  may  not  be  entirely 
independent  and  free  from  partisanship. 

Other  remedies  suggested  are: 

First. — Compulsory  voting,  which  would  ‘‘make  the  elector  realize  that  as  a voter 
he  is  called  upon  to  perform  a duty,  and  not  merely  enjoy  a privilege.’^  The  penalty 
suggested  for  failure  to  vote  is  a loss  of  the  franchise,  atl  east  temporarily.  This 
would  undoubtedly  help  to  stem  the  evil  we  are  combatting,  because  a frequent 
method  is  to  bribe  the  voter  to  stay  away  from  the  poll. 

Second. — publication  of  election  accounts;  that  is,  not  only  of  the  candidate’s 
expenses,  but  of  all  the  contributions  which  have  been  made  to  the  party  funds.  As 
has  been  said,  anyone  has  the  right  to  contribute  to  the  funds  of  his  candidate  or  his 
party,  but  an  honest  contributor  need  not  object  to  the  amount,  and  how  it  was 
expended,  being  known.  Along  with  this  the  suggestion  is  made  that  all  contributions 
to  party  funds,  or  election  expenses  from  corporations  should  be  made  illegal;  (this 
has  just  been  done  in  Ontario,  liquor  dealers  being  added  to  corporations),  and  also 
such  contributions  from  individuals  who  have  any  contract  with  the  Government.  It 
would  seem  to  your  Committee  that  such  a publication  of  contributions  and  ex- 
penditure would  be  one  of  the  strongest  deterrents  of  political  impurity. 

Third. — ^Another  very  valuable  suggestion  is  that  an  amendment  to  the  Criminal 
Code  be  made  so  that  the  giving  or  the  taking  of  a bribe  shall  be  made  a criminal  act ; 
in  this  way  punishment  for  such  wrong-doing  would  become  much  more  sure  and 
prompt. 

Fourth. — It  would  appear  to  be  imperative  that  we  should  have  some  change 
in  regard  to  the  enfranchisement  of  foreigners.  Instead  of  a mere  declaration  of 
residence  within  Canada  for  three  years,  we  believe  the  law  should  be  amended, 
requiring : 

(a)  Residence  for  five  years,  the  applicant  to  produce  the  immigration  certificate, 
or  a duplicate  thereof,  received  upon  entry,  and  to  furnish  evidence  of  his  continued 
residence, 

(b)  Evidence  of  ability  to  read  and  write,  and  that  he  understands  the  non- 
purchaseable  nature  of  the  franchise,  and 

(c)  That  enfranchisement  gives  British  citizenship  and  not  merely  Canadian 
citizenship,  which  will  cease  merely  by  a return  to  his  former  or  another  country. 

Fifth. — the  hope  of  many  of  our  correspondents  seems  to  be  based  on  an  edu- 
cation of  the  public  to  a high  sense  of  the  responsibilities  involved  in  citizenship. 
There  should  be  no  two  standards  of  morals — one  for  private  life  and  one  for  political 
life.  To  quote:  “Such  education  must  commence  in  the  home  and  be  prosecuted 
throughout  all  the  educational  stages  which  the  young  citizen  has  to  pass.  In  this 
educational  effort  our  schools  should  undoubtedly  play  a large  and  important  part. 
There  should  be  a thorough  course  on  citizenship  with  well-prepared  text  books. 
Some  move,  we  believe,  has  been  made  along  this  line  in  one  of  our  provinces.  It  is 
to  be  hoped  that  before  very  long  it  will  be  impossible  for  a student  to  pass  through 
our  schools  without  being  definitely  instructed  in  the  important  claims  of  citizenship 
and  fitted  to  fulfill  his  duties  as  a full-fledged  citizen.  The  press  also  can  do  a great 
deal  along  his  line.  Too  often  the  facts  in  connection  with  political  intrigue  and 
dishonesty  are  published  largely  for  party  purposes.  We  gladly  recognize  that  some 
of  our  papers  are  doing  good  service  along  this  line,  but  we  could  hope  that  a very 
considerable  improvement  may  soon  be  manifest,  and  that  the  tremendous  influence 
of  the  press  shall  be  wielded  to  strike  effective  blows  at  this  national  curse.  The 
churches  also  have  a peculiar  responsibility  resting  upon  them.  Because  of  their 
numbers,  prestige  and  distinctly  religious  viewpoint,  the  churches  have  a s])lendid 
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opportunity  for,  and  tremendous  responsibility  in  the  development  of  a strong, 
pure,  moral  national  character.  We  are  glad  to  note  that  many  preachers  are  now 
speaking  out  with  no  uncertain  sound,  and  are  both  exposing  the  evil  and  appealing 
for  the  application  of  Christian  principles  to  all  the  activities  in  civic  relationships. 
We  regret,  however,  that  many  of  our  correspondents  are  able,  only  too  truly,  to 
charge  against  some  churches,  and  some  Christian  workers,  the  fact  that  they  take 
advantage  of  an  election  contest  or  of  a member’s  position  to  appeal  for  contributions 
towards  Christian  objects  or  work.  Some  of  our  correspondents  go  so  far  as  to 
describe  this  method  as  practically  a ‘‘hold-up.”  Your  Committee  feels  that  they 
cannot  find  terms  strong  enough  to  condemn  such  tactics  on  the  part  of  those  insti- 
tutions and  individuals  who  above  all  others  should  show  an  example  of  the  highest 
ideal  in  political  relationships.  We  would  appeal  to  the  members  of  Christian  churches 
to  make  it  impossible,  as  far  as  their  influence  goes,  for  any  politician  to  throw  this 
accusation  truthfully  in  the  face  of  our  churches.  There  should  be  no  financial  appeal 
from  a church,  or  for  church  work,  made  to  a candidate  during  an  election  campaign, 
nor  at  any  time,  when  it  could  be  in  the  slightest  measure  be  interpreted  as  a “con- 
sideration” for  political  support.  In  a positive  way,  the  Christian  people  may  do  a 
great  deal  by  having  speakers  at  political  meetings  who  should  appeal  to  the  best  in 
the  electors  to  prosecute  an  absolutely  fair  and  clean  campaign.  Such  action  in  one 
constituency  is  described  by  one  of  our  correspondents  who  shows  that  splendid 
results  were  obtained. 

Sixth. — Your  Committee  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  use  of  intoxic- 
ating liquor  is  very  closely  associated  with  political  corruption.  In  every  charge  of 
bribery  and  corruption,  the  whiskey  bottle  has  prominence.  We  rejoice  that  in  the 
provinces  of  Ontario,  Nova  Scotia,  and  Prince  Edward  Island,  the  sale  of  intoxicants 
is  illegal  during  the  whole  of  every  election  day,  whether  Federal,  Provincial  or  Munici- 
pal, and  recommend  that  efforts  be  made  to  secure  such  legislation  in  every  Province . 

Your  Committee,  then,  would  sum  up  by  urging  that  because  of  the  illiteracy 
and  moral  turpitude  of  many  of  the  immigrants  from  Southern  Europe,  the  mistakes 
in  our  present  law  of  Manhood  Suffrage  should  be  speedily  remedied.  We  would 
also  advocate  strongly  the  appointment  of  a public  prosecutor,  as  referred  to 
above,  who  should  be  a man  far  removed  from  all  partisanship,  who  would  fear- 
lessly administer  the  law  for  the  sake  of  the  moral  health  of  the  nation  preventing 
“saw-offs ” and  other  schemes  adopted  to  conceal  wrong-doings.  Along  with  this  there 
should  be  such  a change  in  the  election  laws  and  the  Criminal  Code  as  that  political 
wrong-doing  may  be  smftly  and  thoroughly,  and  without  unnecessary  expense,  in 
vestigated,  and  the  wrong-doer  brought  to  justice.  More  attention  than  ever  should 
be  paid  to  the  selection  of  clean,  virile  men  as  candidates,  who  will  not  only  refuse 
to  use  corrupt  means  themselves,  but  will  refuse  to  be  disgraced  by  the  support  of 
men  who  will  barter  their  manhood  for  dollars  and  whiskey.  We  would  also  re- 
emphasize the  appeal  made  by  so  many  of  our  correspondents  for  the  publication  of 
all  election  accounts  and  contributions  made  to  party  funds,  the  prohibition  of  con- 
tributions of  party  funds  from  corporations  and  liquor  dealers,  our  condemnation  of 
the  spoils  system,  and  of  the  wholesale  bribery  of  constituencies  by  Government 
promises.  And,  finally,  we  would  appeal  to  the  men  of  the  press,  to  our  leaders  in 
educational  workj  and  to  all  religious  workers,  to  use  every  instrument  within  their 
power  to  smite  this  undemocratic,  polluting  and  destructive  foe  to  the  death,  and 
develop  a wholesome,  sterling  national  life  that  shall  stand  the  test  of  time  and  make 
for  the  highest  welfare  of  our  children  who  shall  come  after  us. 

“God  give  us  men.  A time  like  this  demands 
Strong  minds,  great  hearts,  true  faith  and  ready  hands. 

Men  whom  the  lust  of  lucre  does  not  kill. 

Men  whom  the  spoils  of  office  cannot  buy, 

Men  who  possess  opinions  and  a will. 

Men  who  have  honour — men  who  will  not  lie. 

Men  who  can  stand  before  a demagogue 
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And  condemn  his  treacherous  flatteries  without  winking, 
Tall  men,  sun-crowned,  who  live  above  the  fog. 

In  public  duty  and  in  private  thinking! 


THE  SOCIAL  SERVICE  COUNCIL  AND  CONGRESS. 

The  Social  Service  Council  of  Canada,  in  which  the  Assembly  is  represented  as  a 
unit  of  membership,  by  ten  delegates,  and  of  which  the  General  Secretary  of  this 
Board  is  one  of  the  Joint  Secretaries  (the  other  being  Rev.  Dr.  Moore  of  the  Sister 
Department  in  the  Methodist  Church),  has  continued  to  deal  with  the  various 
matters  requiring  inter-denominational  direction. 

The  Social  Service  Council  of  Canada  deals  with  all  reforms  of  Dominion  scope. 
There  are  Provincial  Social  Service  Councils  in  most  of  the  Provinces  that  deal  with 
reforms  of  provincial  scope.  The  Council  of  Canada  and  the  Councils  of  the  provinces 
keep  in  touch  and  co-operate.  Of  the  Provincial  Council  in  Manitoba  the  Convener 
of  this  Board  is  the  President. 

Of  the  Provincial  Council  in  British  Columbia  the  Field  Secretary  of  this  Board 
is  the  moving  spirit.  In  the  various  provincial  councils  not  only  are  all  Protestant 
churches,  but  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  as  well  is  represented.  In  addition  the 
organized  labour  forces,  organized  farmers,  and  various  non-denominational  organi- 
zations, having  for  their  object  the  promotion  of  one  or  all  moral  reforms  are  repre- 
sented, and  actively  sympathetic. 

This  Social  Service  Council  movement  has  from  year  to  year  been  growing  in  its 
influence  with  the  public  and  with  parliaments.  Its  influence  has,  however,  during 
the  past  year  been  very  greatly  enhanced  by  the  success  of  the  first  national  social 
service  congress,  which  was  held  at  Ottawa,  March  3rd  to  5th.  The  object  of  this 
Congress  was  “to  arouse  interest  and  enlist  all  Canadians  in  the  behalf  of  social 
righteousness  with  the  purpose  of  improving  social,  economic,  industrial,  and  ethical 
conditions  in  Canada.  ” 

The  Dominion  Government,  several  provincial  governments,  and  various  munici- 
pal city  councils  were  officially  represented  by  delegates.  The  Dominion  Govern- 
ment and  the  Ottawa  City  Council  made  grants  toward  the  expenses.  His  Royal 
Highness,  -the  Governor  General,  attended  in  person  and  addressed  the  Congress. 

Some  of  the  themes  discussed  were  The  Weekly  Rest  Day  and  National  Well- 
being; The  Church  and  Industrial  Life;  Child  Welfare;  The  Problem  of  the  City; 
The  Problem  of  the  Country;  The  White  Slave  Traffic;  Immigration;  Political  Purity; 
Temperance;  Gambling;  Crime  and  the  Criminal. 

In  addition  to  many  distinguished  Canadians,  among  them  the  Right  Honourable 
R.  L.  Borden,  Prime  Minister,  and  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier  and 
several  members  of  the  Dominion  Cabinet,  and  a Member  of  the  Ontario  Provincial 
Cabinet  who  gave  addresses,  the  Congress  had  the  advantage  of  three  inspiring, 
informing  and  powerful  addresses  each,  by  Professor  Graham  Taylor,  Chicago;  and 
Rev.^  Chas.  Stelzel,  New  York,  and  a brief  but  gracious  address  by  H.R.H.  the  Duke 
of  Connaught. 

There  were  over  800  accredited  delegates  present,  representing  all  the  churches, 
the  organized  farmers,  the  organized  labour  forces,  many  fraternal  societies  and  all 
sorts  of  social  betterment  agencies.  The  hotel  accommodation  of  Ottawa  was  taxed 
to  its  limit.  It  was  necessary  to  arrange  for  an  overflow  meeting  each  evening,  which 
was  as  large  as  the  main  gathering. 

Among  many  resolutions  adopted  were  those  for  the  complete  prohibition  of  the 
traffic  in  strong  drink;  for  the  appointment  of  a royal  commission  to  investigate  the 
unemployment  problem;  to  raise  the  standard  of  naturalization  of  immigrants;  to 
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create  a Child  Welfare  Department  for  Canada;  favouring  Woman’s  Suffrage;  and  to 
establish  a Bureau  of  Surveys  and  Exhibits. 

The  Survey  Magazine,  after  reporting  the  Congress  very  fully,  says,  ' Tt  seems 
manifest  that  the  churches  in  Canada  give  social  service  its  rightful  place,  and  recog- 
nize that  religion  is  concerned  with  all  that  is  in  life — industry,  commerce,  housing, 
sanitation,  politics.” 

The  Canadian  speaks  of  the  Congress  as  “one  of  the  most  remarkable  gaterh- 
ings  that  has  ever  assembled  in  Canada.” 


A CANADIAN  BUREAU  OF  SURVEYS  AND  EXHIBITS. 

Your  Board,  in  co-operation  with  other  churches,  and  especially  the  Methodist, 
has  conducted  social  surveys  in  Syndey,  Montreal,  Toronto,  Hamilton,  London, 
Port  Arthur,  Fort  William,  Regina,  Vancouver,  and  Fernie,  and  its  representative 
is  now  at  work  as  reported  under  “The  Church  and  Rural  Life.” 

The  demand  for  surveys  and  exhibits  has  developed  so  extensively  that  the  recent 
Social  Service  Congress  asked  the  Social  Service  Council  of  Canada  to  establish  a 
Canadian  Bureau  under  its  auspices  which  would  ensure  public  confidence.  This  is 
likely  to  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future.  The  Council  has  the  assurance  of  the 
co-operation  of  the  Russell  Sage  Foundation,  and  of  Rev.  Charles  Stelzle,  of  New 
York,  if  desired. 


TRAINING  COURSE  FOR  SOCIAL  WORKERS. 

President  Falconer  of  Toronto  Universitj'’  announces  that  in  October  next  a 
course  of  training  for  social  workers  will  be  provided,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
outline. 

The  full  scheme  of  work  will  embrace  the  following  courses: 

I.  University  Courses — -25  hours  each. 

A.  — Social  Economics. 

B. — Social  Psychology. 

C.  — Social  Ethics. 

D.  — Social  Hygiene. 

II.  Discussion  Courses  at  the  Household  Science  Building — 25  hours  each. 
A. — The  Family  in  relation  to  the  Community. 

. 1.  History  of  Benevolence;  under  chief  countries  and  leaders. 

2.  Family  in  Distress: 

Defects,  Physical,  Industrial,  Educational,  Social. 

3.  Agencies  of  Relief: 

Public,  Private,  Co-operative. 

4.  Technique  of  Philanthropy: 

Investigation,  Plan,  Application,  Team  Work. 

5.  Methods  of  Administration. 

Confidential  exchange.  Records,  Conferences,  Finance. 
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B. — The  Urban  Community.  , 

1.  Structure  of  an  Urban  Community  with  special  reference  to  Toronto. 

Physical,  Industrial,  Social  and  Administrative  (governmental 
and  voluntary). 

2.  Urban  Problems:  Comparative  study  with  special  reference  to 

Toronto. 

Technical  problems  of  Civic  Administration,  e.g,.  Sanitation,  Finance. 

General  problems  of  civic  life,  e.g.,  Unemployment,  Adult  Edu- 
cation, City  planning. 

3.  Vocational  Courses — to  meet  weekly  for  discussion. 

(a)  Charities — This  course  to  be  a discussion  of  the  methods  and  principles 
of  work  in  charity  in  the  broadest  sense  and  particularly  in  relation  to 
the  cases  which  arise  in  the  field  work  of  students. 

(b)  Recreation — -This  course  to  give  students  an  understanding  of  how  to 
organize  recreational  activities.  It  is  assumed  that  leadership  is  of 
greater  importance  than  the  technical  knowledge  of  a day’s  programme 
in  some  recreational  institution.  Recreation  is  to  embrace  more  than 
organized  play,  to  cover  all  that  is  “recreational,”  both  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  individual  and  of  the  community. 

1.  Neighbourhood  Activities. 

2.  Play  for  individuals  and  groups. 

3.  Organization  of  Recreational  Institutions. 

(c)  Medical  Social  Service 

1.  Conference  on  problems  in  medical  social  cases. 

2.  Lectures  by  medical  men  on  social  problems. 

3.  Clinics,  recording  system. 

(d)  Probation — This  course  to  be  a discussion  of  the  causes  and  treatment 
of  all  sorts  of  delinquency,  urban  and  rural,  with  special  reference  to 
dependent,  defective  and  delinquent  children. 

(e)  Settlement  Work. — History,  Organization,  Equipment,  Methods,  etc. 

4.  Practical  Field  Work — 8 hours  per  week  for  each  course. 

The  work  of  each  student  to  be  directly  supervised  by  the  Instructor  in 
charge  of  the  student’s  vocational  course. 

(a)  Field  work  in  Charities. 

(b)  Field  work  in  Recreation. 

(c)  Field  work  in  Medical  Service. 

(d)  Field  work  in  Probation. 

(e)  Field  work  in  Settlement  work. 

Miss  Carson  will  be  on  the  teaching  staff. 


36 


HISTORY  OF  THE  DEPARTMENT. 

1.  The  founding  of  the  department.  The  General  Assembly  of  1907,  Montreal, 
founded  what  was  at  first  called  “The  Department  of  Temperance  and  other  Moral 
and  Social  Reforms,'’  in  the  following  terms: 

“(1)  That  the  General  Assembly  appoint  a Standing  Committee  on  “Temperance 
and  other  Moral  and  Social  Reforms." 

“(2)  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Committee  to  study  the  moral  and  social 
problems  confronting  our  people  in  the  different  provinces,  such  as  the  relation  of  the 
church  to  labour,  political  and  commercial  corruption,  gambling,  the  social  evil,  the 
liquor  traffic;  to  establish  a Bureau  of  Information  on  moral  and  social  questions; 
and  to  indicate  lines  of  action  calculated  to  remove  existing  abuses  and  improve 
conditions  in  these  regards." 

2.  The  Assembly  of  1908,  Winnipeg,  directed  that  the  name  hereafter  should  be 
“The  Board  of  Moral  and  Social  Reform." 

It  also  appointed  a Special  Committee  on  Evangelism,  and  named  the  General 
Secretary  of  Moral  and  Social  Reform  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Committee  on  Evangel- 
ism. 

3.  The  Assembly  of  Halifax,  1910,  made  Evangelism  a part  of  the  permanent 
work  of  the  Department,  which  thereafter  was  to  be  known  as  that  of  “Moral  and 
Social  Reform  and  Evangelism." 

The  Assembly  also  resolved  “That  it  is  not  to  the  credit  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  that  heretofore,  as  a Church,  we  have  done  nothing  toward  winning  back, 
by  means  of  the  Gospel,  thp  fallen  women  who  have  gone  into  the  life  of  shame, 
whether  as  victims  of  the  White  Slave  trade,  or  of  the  seductive  wiles  of  professed 
lovers,  or  of  their  own  folly,  believes  the  time  has  come  when  a beginning  should 
be  made  in  both  redemptive  and  preventive  work  among  this  class,"  and  authorized 
the  Board  to  make  such  a beginning,  to  secure  the  services  of  some  capable  woman 
for  this  purpose  and  to  direct  her  in  her  work. 

4.  The  Assembly  at  Ottawa,  1911, 

(a)  Changed  the  name  of  the  Board  to  “The  Board  of  Social  Service  and  Evangel- 
ism". 

(b)  “Recognized  the  problem  of  the  city  as  one  calling  for  the  attention  of  the 
whole  church,"  and  directed  that  this  work  “should  be  placed  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Board  of  Social  Service  and  Evangelism,  provided  that  wherever  the  work 
comes  into  relation  with  work  already  being  done  by  another  Committee  of  the 
Assembly,  the  consent  of  that  committee  shall  be  obtained." 

The  following  Resolution,  also  adopted  by  the  Assembly,  indicates  what  was 
contemplated  in  this  new  work  added  to  that  of  the  Board,  under  the  title  “The* 
Problem  of  the  City;" 

“The  problem  will  not  be  solved  by  planting  ‘missions’  among  the  poor  or  the 
foreigners,  or  in  the  congested  districts.  They  must  be  ‘churches’  fully  equipped 
and  adapted  to  local  conditions.  This  will  entail  in  many  cases  provision  for  con- 
structive philanthropy,  education,  social  life  in  a church  home,  clean,  elevating 
recreation,  medical  dispensary,  nursing-at-home,  creche,  moulding  public  sentiment 
for  better  sanitation,  comfortable  housing  within  reach  of  the  poor,  teaching  Christian 
citizenship,  guarding  the  franchise  against  corruption  and  fraud,  suppressing  drunken- 
ness and  vice,  i)romoting  personal  and  social  purity,  and  much  more.  This  must 
be  done  in  combination  with  sane  but  aggressive  evangelism,  often  through  specialized 
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workers,  and  with  use  of  special  methods,  going  out  into  the  streets  and  lanes  and 
compelhng  all  classes  and  conditions  of  men  to  come  in.  ” 

5.  The  Assembly  of  Toronto,  1913,  still  further  added  to  the  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Social  Service  and  Evangelism,  by  authorizing  it  to  take  up  “The  Problem 
of  Rural  Life.’’ 


RESOLUTIONS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

1.  As  to  Evangelism,  the  Board  recommends  as  follows: — 

(1)  The  Assembly  direct  the  Moderator  to  issue  a Pastoral  Letter  to 
Ministers,  Sessions,  and  Congregations,  earnestly  urging  them  to  plan,  by  such 
means  as  may  seem  to  them  wisest,  for  special  effort  to  win  to  Christ  those  not 
now  in  vital  relation  to  Him  and  to  train  them  for  and  lead  them  into  active 
service  for  Him  and  His  Kingdom  of  righteousness,  love  and  justice. 

(2)  The  Assembly  direct  that  Conferences  on  Evangelism  be  arranged  by 
the  Board  in  connection  with  the  Autumn  meetings  of  Synods  and  Presbyteries 
to  plan  the  best  means  of  deepening  spiritual  life  in  the  Congregations  and  gather- 
ing in  those  outside,  and  the  Assembly  request  Synods  and  Presbyteries  to  co- 
operate with  the  Board  alike  in  arranging  for  these  Conferences  and  in  carrying 
out  whatever  plans  may  be  decided  upon  at  them. 

(3)  The  Assembly  expect  all  concerned  in  this  effort 

To  give  due  emphasis  to  dependence  upon  the  Holy  Spirit  and  united 
prayer  to  God; 

To  the  personal  or  social  study  of  the  Word  of  God  and  to  the  importance 
of  family  religion; 

To  the  winning  to  the  service  of  Christ  of  those  of  adolescent  years ; 

And  to  seek  earnestly  to  enlist  in  and  train  for  active  service  in  the  life 
of  the  church,  the  promotion  of  the  Kingdom,  the  righting  of  all  social  wrongs, 
and  promoting  the  highest  ideals  of  citizenship,  all  that  are  brought  under 
the  influence  of  this  special  effort. 

2.  The  Assembly  reaffirm  their  sense  of  the  vital  importance  of  the  preservation 
and  due  observance  of  the  Lord’s  Day,  urge  upon  all  our  people  that  they  do  all 
possible  individually  and  in  co-operation  with  others  to  promote  these  ends,  and 
cordially  commend  to  their  support  the  work  of  the  Lord’s  Day  Alliance. 

3.  The  Assembly  instruct  the  Board  and  its  officers  to  co-operate  with  others  in 
pressing  for  the  complete  suppression  at  the  earliest  possible  date  throughout  Canada 
of  the  traffic  in  intoxicating  beverages. 

Commend  the  Social  Service  Council  of  Canada  for  the  instituting  of  a Campaign 
of  Education  and  Total  Abstinence  in  the  coming  winter,  in  which  the  Rev.  R.  J. 
Patterson,  of  Belfast,  is  to  take  a leading  part. 

Instruct  the  Board  to  endeavour  to  secure  new  activity  on  the  part  of  the  Domin- 
ion Council  of  the  Dominion  Alliance,  and,  if  it  should  be  found  necessary,  to  co- 
operate with  sister  bodies  in  forming  a new  organization  which  will  aggressively  lead 
in  effort  for  the  securing  of  Dominion-wide  prohibition. 

Urge  anew  the  appointment  of  Social  Service  Committees  in  congregations  to 
co-operate  with  Presbyterial  Committees  and  the  Assembly’s  Board  of  Social  Service 
and  Evangehsm. 
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4.  Whereas  the  General  Assembly  has  repeatedly  declared  for  the  total  sup- 
pression of  the  liquor  traffic; 

And  whereas  the  abolition  of  the  public  bar  for  the  sale  of  intoxicants  is  now  an 
issue  before  the  electors  of  the  provinces  of  Alberta,  Saskatchewan,  Manitoba  and 
Ontario. 

And  whereas  this  is  a great  forward  step  in  the  direction  of  the  ultimate  pro- 
hibition of  the  traffic; 

Therefore  resolved 

That  nothing  short  of  the  complete  suppression  of  the  traffic  can  satisfy  * 
the  Christian  conscience. 

That  the  Assembly  express  their  gratification  at  the  rapid  advance  in  temperance 
sentiment  as  shown  by  the  present  position  of  the  question  in  the  provinces  named; 
and  urge  all  ministers  and  congregations  in  these  provinces  and  throughout  the  Do- 
minion to  set  principle  before  party  and  to  unite  by  vote  and  influence  in  the  support 
of  this  movement  for  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  open  bar. 

5.  The  Assembly  have  heard  with  gratification  of  the  progress  already  made  in 
British  Columbia  in  the  suppression  of  commercialized  social  vice,  and  hope  that  in 
the  near  future  officially  sanctioned  vice  will  be  unknown  in  that  province  as  it  is 
now  in  all  the  other  provinces  of  the  Dominion. 

6.  The  Assembly  deeply  regret  that  the  Dominion  Government  has  not  intro- 
duced in  Parliament,  as  urged  by  all  the  churches  and  the  organized  labour  and 
agricultural  forces  in  Canada,  the  legislation  so  urgently  needed : 

(1)  To  suppress  the  business  of  race  track  gambling; 

(2)  To  raise  the  age  of  consent  in  girls  from  14  to  16  and  16  to  18. 

(3)  To  make  immoral  cohabitation  an  offence  under  the  Code. 

and  that  when  the  Government  introduced  and  the  Commons  passed 
the  amendment  making  all  employers  alike  criminally  responsible  who 
seduce  employees  the  Senate  rejected  it,  and  that  in  consequence  office  girls 
and  domestic  servants  are  still  at  the  mercy  of  employers  in  this  regard. 

The  Assembly  instruct  the  Board  to  renew  its  efforts  to  secure  this 
legislation  in  co-operation  with  the  Social  Service  Council. 

7.  The  Assembly  rejoice  in  the  large  measure  of  success  that  under  God’s  blessing 
has  attended  the  work  of  saving  girls  that  have  gone  wrong  and  of  preventing  others 
from  going  astray. 

8.  The  Assembly  have  heard  with  gratification  of  progress  made  in  the  institutes 
and  settlements  in  congested  sections  of  cities  in  which  all  varieties  of  Social  Service 
are  combined  with  aggressive  evangelism  and  Bible  instruction,  and  direct  the  Board 
to  extend  this  work  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

9.  The  Assembly  are  appalled  at  the  extent  of  political  corruption  of  which 
evidence  from  unquestionable  sources  is  given  in  the  report,  but  gratified  that  both 
in  Parliament,  and  in  some  at  least  of  the  legislative  assemblies,  the  imperative  need 
of  remedial  measures  is  recognized. 

The  Assembly  feel  that  the  loyalty  of  our  people  to  Canadian  political  institutions 
ought  not  to  be  partisan  corrupt  and  venal;  that  all  offences  against  the  honesty  of 
the  ballot  should  be  put  in  the  hands  of  an  independent  public  prosecutor,  and  in  case 
of  conviction  should  be  impartially  and  severely  punished;  that  all  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  candidates  and  party  executives,  general  and  local,  in  all  elections  for 
Dominion  or  Provincial  Parliaments  should  be  published;  and' that  the  whole  system 
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The  Assembly  also  declare  for  persistent  effort  by  pulpit,  college,  school  and  press 
to  raise  both  political  discussion  and  political  action  to  the  level  of  truth  and  honour. 

of  party  patronage  in  letting  of  contracts  and  making  appointments  to  office  should  be 
abolished. 

10.  The  Assembly  approve  the  policy  of  the  Board  as  shown  in  the  large  measure 
of  co-operation  it  has  been  able  to  secure  with  sister  churches,  and  other  organizations 
in  Temperance,  Moral  Reform,  Redemptive  and  Preventive  Work  for  Girls,  Social 
Surveys  and  Exhibits,  etc.,  and  urge  it  to  continue  to  promote  such  co-operation  alike 
with  enterprise  and  with  caution. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  W.  GORDON, 
Convener. 
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